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Welcome,

coupleolpleosmsmse ﬁs"y ‘we welcome any and all

please follow some simple rules. The basic rule is. don't.
Don’t double space.
Don’t put an extra line between paragraphs.

Don't indent paragraphs.

Don't put two spaces after a full stop.

Don't use tabs.

Don't use bold uniess absolutely necessary.

Don't underfine.

Don't write headlines or introductions (These are en to fill the
space available, which Martin knows only when he lays to page. The
poor boy doesn't get much fun these days - so don't deny him this.)

Don't hyperlink web addresses or email addresses. (If you're
using Word, right click on the address, select "Hyperlink" and then
“Remove hyperlink")

The news

Don't use paragraph styles.

Don't use more than one font in a piece.

Do italicise the names of magazines, films and books. If you need

to emphasise a word, use italics.

Do put episode fitles. short story fitles, feature fities etc in single
quotation marks.

Ifit's a news story include a source whenever possible.

If you can sfick to these rules, it'll save our —which, after
editing Matrix for a year or so, is a precious and rare commodity.

Secondly, we'd love to run some cartoons and illustrations.
Perhaps even a regular comic strip. So we'd welcome any
contributions from established and budding cartoonists out there.
We'd look at anything with a sf/fantasy/ fannish theme, so get
scribbling ...

Mark & Martin




RAGE against the.

malrix

...people who like SF

As a self-confessed "“fan” of science fiction, Martin McGrath watched in horror as Jon Tickle
bored the nation with his encyclopaedic knowledge of Star Wars spin-offs in Big Brother.

Vowing that it must never happen again, he has a plan. It's fime to rebrand science fiction
fans, and Big Brother is the place to sforT

any of you will be familiar
with the man pictured
below. Some, more fortunate

perhaps, will not.

His name is Jon Tickle and he was
a contestant in this year's Big Brother,
which staggered to a conclusion
atthe end of July. He has been
rather famous this summer, at least
amongst those of us who read tabloid
newspapers.

Now I cani alveady hieas inasy of
you irritably mumbling questions
from behind your broadsheets. Why
on Tatoolne are you bothering the
aesthetes of BSFA with this frippery!
What the Darth Sidious has this piece
of flotsam on the ocean of pop culture
got to do with the high-minded
pursuits of an organisation dedicated
to the promotion of the very finest in
speculative fiction?

Let me explain.

Hobby
Jon Tickle has a hobby. Itis a
hobby so stardling that it has carned
him a place on the front page of
every British tabloid and hours of
coverage on television and radio. It
i s0 strange that, in admitting it on
national television, he has earned
equal measures of derision and
hero-worship.

Jon Tickle likes Star Wars. He likes
fe.so-much; he's acrully read some
of the Wookie books that fill half
of every WH Smith in the country,
He likes The Lord of the Rings films
and he's even read those books.

And, wonder of wonders, he enjoys
watching Star Trek, one of the biggest
franchises in film and television
history.

Shattering, isn't it Jon Tickle
(whisper it) likes some of the most
popular books, films and elevision
programmes ever made.

The:media's resporise was
predictable. As soon as he started
talking about science fiction on

a3a/»5T The...

Got something to say? Don't hold
re always

whatever you loathe in SF in 750 to
1000 words and send it to Mark at the

address opposite. Get it off your chest,

itll do you goo

television he was
branded a nerd, a
geek and a Vulcan,

Al this might
be the perfect
launching pad for
astandard "how
other people sce
us” rant about the way poor science
fiction fans are misunderstood and
misrepresented by the media. We
could, with Jon Tickle as our standard
bearer, launch a campaign to demand
fair treatment from “the mainstream.”

We could, except for one thing, the
media were right - Jon Tickle really is
ageek. And a nerd.

“This is a guy with a physics degree
who spent an afternoon trying to
build a water heater out of some
plastic sheeting and a length of hose.
An admirable usc of his scientific
training? Maybe, if the swimming
pool into which the water was flowing
wasn't already heated.

like Star Wars - I even like the
new ones we're supposed to hate - but
1o one deserved to have to listen to
this berk drone on endlessly about
the plots of obscure spin-off novels
Anyone silly enough to go on Big
Brother deserves what they ger, bu
even I felt sorry for the poor souls
locked in with Jon Tickle as, oblivious
to their yawns, he warbled on about
Chewie or Luke or the bloody Ewoks.

So, it turns out, sometimes the
media are right. Sometimes people
whao like science fiction really are
nerds and geeks. Sometimes science
fiction fans really do drone on
about our little obsessions in a way
that no sane person could tolerate
Sometimes, perhaps, we do let the
litcle things in our hobby blind us
o the really important things in life
~ like relationships and other people.

Friends

Some of my best friends are sf fans,
And some of them are kind, sensitive
souls vitha frm grip on sl and

ense of priorities. Some of
e, bt alliofchers
Thave a friend, le's call him

e, whivcar, witha saight

Fare aind withiotr & shied oF ron;
accuse George Lucas of *raping his
childhaod” for putting Jar Jar Binks in
The Phantom Menace. | have another,
wha we shall call Stan, a Doctor Who
i, Who s redlucerl o 4 srattensg,

i O

BIG BROTHER '&i:fa”w‘.:'e:’fk'fi

Y swearing wreck at
Z :;’: the merest mention
= of Bonnic Langford
== He has, and Tam
= -., not kidding, written

Touers. Kenny, by conrxast, isa more
even-tempered young man, but even
he can (and does) bore innocent
bystanders with his superhuman
recall of the events in any number of
foot-thick fantasy trilogies.

Typical
And yes, you've guessed it, I'm
Cartman. The rypical fat, specey scifi
fan with shelf after shelf of movies
featuring wooden acting and dodgy
special effects that I like to refer to
as “charming” and "evocative” and
into whose lame excuses for plots
and seript | am apt o put far more
meaning than they deserve.

Watching Big Brocher has convinced
i that tmy friends and T are too much
like Jon Tickle.

So my campaign is not for equal
tights for geeks, I come not to praise
nexds, but to bury them, SF findom
need to be rebranded.

My campaign is to
find a well-adjusted,
presentable, intelligent
and charming
science fiction fan.
Someone who can
hold their own in a
conversation which
does not feature
the words “warp
drive” or “sonic
screwdriver,
Someone who can
talk about science
without reducing it
toa list of words in
physics tht begin
with the letter
“P". Someone,

erucially, who can live in a house with
a group of other people without any or
all of them plotting murder.

Condidate
Having picked the candidate (or if
we're extremely lucky, candidates), I
recommend that the BSFA invest in
grooming them. We should help them
prepare their video and buy them
trendy clothes. We should put our
collective brains together and provide
them with every scrap of nonsf related
small talk we have at our disposal
~ and if that doesn’t take more than
five minutes we should ask the British
Fantasy Society to help.

We should rebuild them. Bigger.
Stronger. Less geeky than ever before.
Then we should put them forward for
next year's Big Brother.

This super-fan, this envoy to the
real world, could open doors for us
all. On television 24 hours a day
summer, they would reinvent the
very idea of fandom, not just for the
general public but for other fans as
well. They would be likeable and
popular and they would appeal to the
opposite sex!

Soon we could be spreading across

the nation like Irish-theme pubs,
embracing fan and non-fan
alike. We'll be able to go out
in public, copy of Interzone
in one hand and a Terry
Pratchett novel in the
other, and be admired,
perhaps even envied
for our coolness. Sales
of magazines and
novels would rocket
Think of it. Out
and proud o face a
new dawn of glorious
opportunity. And all
we need is one suitable,
well-adjusted person from
ngst our ranks.
How hard could
that be?

amor

. opinions3
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Daleks

'he fifteenth and final novella in Telos

Publishing's range of original Dr Who books

will be The Dalek Factor by award-winning
horror and dark fantasy author Simon Clark.

‘I grew up watching Dr Who,' says Clark.

‘I never missed Dr Who. Not even on my
wedding day. Dr Who fuelled my imagination
and my appetite for the fantastic as a child. To
get the opportunity to work on a Dr Who story is
a dream come true.’

Being able to work with the Daleks was also
alarge part of the appeal that attracted Clark
to the project. ‘Like fotal eclipses. the chance
to write a Dalek story only happens once in
a blue moon. There was no way | could tum
down somemlng like that. But, dam it, | knew if
| was going to tackle The Dalek Factor, it would
be my mission to make the Daleks frightening
agcln I want them to be menacing. | want

them to be the essence of evil. No more stcns
jokes. I'm defermined fo write a dark, disturbin:
story where even to catch a glimpse of a Dalsk
makes the palms sweat, and triggers waves of
revulsion and fear.

‘Thlnkbackfom time when you were last

return

frightened by a Dr Who episode. My personal
quest in writing this novella is to pull that Iaor
trigger again. The Dalek Fac'oris gclng to
be a joumney into
of darkness. Not
everyone on that
journey is going to
come backin one
piece.!

Clarke has twice won a British Fantasy 4
Award, once for his short story, "Goblin
City Lights" and once for the novel Night
of the Triffids — a sequel fo the classic g
John Wyndham story. His latest novel,
Vampyrhic Rites was published in July
by Hodder and Stoughton.

Authors who have contributed fo
the Telos novella series include Kim
Newman, Mark Chadbourn and
Paul McAuley whose story, Eye
of the Tyger, will be published in
November 2003 with a foreword by
Neil Gaiman.

The Da!sk Factor will be
published by Telos in February 2004,

Sociery, webmaster M] Simpson has
an enormous number of contacts
among people with connections to
Adams/Hitchhiker. “I have decided to
stop complaining about the lack of an
authoritative, constantly updated news
site and actually do one myself”, he
says. See homepage.nfiworld.com/mjs2000

New HHGG website
‘Magrarhcn‘ is a new website
devoted solely to providing

news about Douglas Adams and The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. Since
Douglas Adams died two years ago
there has been an unprecedented
number of publications, broadcasts,
events, etc but these have only been
reported very sporadically on the
various Adams/HHGG websites that
it

As author of two books on the
subject and Research Archivist for
the Official HHGG Appreciation

Earthhght goes out

A new Experience
ext summer, the Science Fiction
Experience will open in Seattle.
It's described as an “interactive,
‘media-rich experience that combines
artefacts and information in evocative

jvision of Simon &
SchusierUK" Earthlight
will cease to exist as an

the end of September.

The press release goes on:'In an increasiny
market we must continue to reassess our pukt
and our market share. We have maintained owpcsﬂkm as.
the fastest growing UK publisher for three years now and fo
continue in this way we must make every effort to str
the publishing process and enhance company sales
Naturally this had led to some fough but necessary “decisions,
which have been taken with great somow and sadness, but
| am confident this newly focused structure will lead to even
greater success.

« Simon Morden gives his view on the demise of Earthlight on
page 25.

snews

environments that immerse visicors in
science fiction’s alternative worlds™
But don't let that put you off. They
want people to enjoy science fiction,

and will encourage them to participate

in the community that embraces i.
There will be a Hall of Fame
for the Great and the Good of SF
and it plans to be a veniie for award
ceremonics and other events. Props
from films and TV shows will be
present too. Displays will include
signed first editions of Isaac Asimov's
Foundation Trilogy, Ray Bradbury's
The Martian Chronicles and Fahrenheit
451, Frank Herbert's Dune, Ursula K.
Le Guin's The Left Hand of Darkness
and a first edition printing from 1895
of H. G. Wells's The Time Machine.
Initial funding comes from Paul
Allen, Microsoft cofounder.
Source: wwwsdenceficionexperience.com

Advent Rising

LM\ reports that Orson Scott Card
is wring Advent Rising, a computer

game for Majesco S

the alien spect

moral choices’

planned.

Vote for Dr Who

his year - of course - is the 40th

anniversary of An Unearthly
Child, the first Dr Who episode. UK
Gold is hosting a ‘Doctor Who @ 40
Weekend” over November 22nd and
23, The weekend will include one
complete story from each of the s
doctors voted for by viewe

Novels and movies are

ven
, specially

commissioned shorts featuring
interviews with cast members and
famous fans, plus fantastic behind-
the-scenes footage. You can vore for
your favourite Doctor Who staries,
cihermiining whilhvones sall iz Ses
www.ukgold.Iv.

Most wanted
ookfinder.com recently released a
list of the most requested out of
print SF, fantasy and horror books:
1. Rage Richard Bachman
2. The Croguet Player HG Wells
3. My Pretty Pony Stephen King
4. The Resistance Kristine Kathryn
Rusch
5. Stx Stories Stephen King
6. Labyrinth ACH Smith
7. Tree and Leaf JRR Tolkien
8. The Dune Encyclopaedia Willis E
McNelly
9. Tomomrow's Children lsaac Asimov
10 Time for the Stars Robert A Heinlein
Source Locus

Comics round up
wmics Intemational report that
Comiss Library Interhdtional
are adapting the 1910 movie Edison's
Frankenstein, which stared Charles
Ogle ... Image comics are launching
a series based on the exploits of the

Faction Paradox, a group of time
terrorists, who first appeared in
1997's Dr Who: Alien Bodies... 88 MPH
Studios plan comics based on the
1984 movie Ghosthusters

Top ten blockbusters
Aw srding to Eurobusiness, Titanic
still stops the list of the top
ten grossing movies of all time with

a worldwide box office of €1662

million, But all the rest are genre
movies. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s
Stone and The Phantom Menace place

2 and 3 with €878 million and €835
million respectively. The remaini
seven are: Jrassic Park (€833 million);
LoTR The Tuo Towers (€815 million
and still on release); LoTR The

Fellowship of The Ring (€779 million);
Independence Day (€735 million); \1»‘.1 3
(€731 million); Star Wars —




New Hope (€723 million); and Harry
Potter and the Chamber of Secrets (€704
million). Crouching Dragon, Hidden
Tiger is the second highest grossing
non-English Language movie (€209
million), behind Life s Beautiful.

Forthcoming books

cennding to Locus, several

big names have new books
forthcoming. Mike Moorcock’s
finished The Vengeance of Rome, the
final Colonel Pyat book... Bruce
Sterling's delivered The _cumh -\nlzh
to Del Rey... Orson Scott C:
Alvin Maker book will be a
Anne and Todd McCaffrey
delivered the Pern novel Dragon's Kin,
Gollancz will publish John Brosnan’s
Mothership... Alistair Reynold’s
Absdlution Gapis due from: Gollance as
is Mary Gentle's 1610: A Sundial in a
Tanith Lee's fist part of the
Lionwolf trilogy, Cast a Bright Shadow,
will be out from Tor... Ken MacLeod's
Newton’s Wake will also come out from
the Tor stable... Del Rey will publish
volume three of Robert Newcomb's
Chronicles of Blood and Stone, The
Eos will publish
and, the firs in a two-

Ciy

Grave

Serolls of the Ancients.
The Burning
book series, by Victoria Strauss.

Awards news
Ltm reports that Patricia Bray
won the 2002 Compton Crook
award for best first SE/F novel for
Devlin’s Luck... Bob Tucker, Kate
Wilhelm, Damon Knight and Edga
Rice Burroughs are the 2003 inductees
into the SF and Fantasy Hall of Fame
Robert Holdstock's The Iron Grail is
the Best Novel of 2002 according to
the Czech Academy of Science Fiction,
Fantasy and Horror... The Consciousness
Plague, by Paul Levinson, won the
Maty Shelley award for Ouitstanding
Fictional Work. The Media Ecology
Association presents the award
for fiction in which information
technology and communication theory
play major roles,

Corrections

ome of the friendly mog-

wai that normally help us

put Matrix together have
fumed into Gremlins. Some:
mistakes crept into Matrix 162.

First, Maureen Kincaid
Speller's nome was spelt
wrongly throughout the
issue — as many of you
rushed to fell us. We'd like o
thank Maureen for being so
generous in accepting our
apology and hope we've got
it right this fime!

Second, on page five we
‘wrongly captioned a picture
of the presentation of the
Clarke Award to Christopher
Priest. It was not John Clute, it
was Paul Kincaid presenting:
the award.

We promise fo fry harder in
the future.

maltrixs163
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Science in tune

R esearchers at Imperial College used

a technique called neurofeedback

to help Royal College of Music stu-
dents to improve their performance. Sen-
sors on the student's heads used specific
brainwaves fo influence a video game
that the students learned fo control by al-
tering their thoughts. The study used tech-
niques focusing on enhanced attention
and deep relaxation. The best improve-
ment - ranging from 13.5% to 17% - came
from the relaxation technique. Students
who undertook more orthodox physical
exercise and mental skills programmes did
not improve as much.

Researcher Dr Tobias Egner, from
Imperial College London at Charing
Cross Hospital. said: “This is a unique use
of neurofeedback. It has been used for
helping with a number of conditions such

as attention deficit disorder and epilepsy, but this is the first fime if has been used to improve a
complex set of skills such as musical performance in healthy students." Source: annanova.com

in Siberians and Native Americans found

evidence that the first migrations fo the
Americas probably occurred no earlier than
18,000 years ago. Previous estimates suggested
that occupation began 30! years ago, but
this has been contradicted by archaeological
and linguistic evidence.

DNA of living Siberian and Native American
populations suggest at least two migratfions
from Siberia. But finding when theﬁrs
people anived in the Americas was difficult,
as geneticists needed a marker in the Y
chromosome. They found such a change in
the DNA sequence. It is present in Siberian
men but not Native Americans. Named M242,
the change occurred 15,000 to 18,000 years
ago. So the Americas must first have been
occupied some time after that date. Source:
International Herald Tribune

Georgiu Tech researchers isolated a bac-

S cientists studying a new genetic marker

terium, Dehalococcoides strain BAVI,
that feeds on and destroys chilorinated
compounds in polluted i Natu-

and related organisms might also be able to
clean sites contaminated with more complex
polychlorinated dibenzo-dioxins and polychlo-
rinated biphenyls. Source: spacedaily.com

Finally,updates fo previous science stories:
® Rosetta, the comet intercept mission
delayed by the failure of an Ariane 5 launcher
earlier this year, has had a new target

: comet Chi
Planned fo be launched February 2004 on an
Ariane-5 G+, it will arive in November 2014,
Scientists will also investigate an alternative
launch date to this comet, in February 2005.
Source: ESA
* Mars Express and Beagle 2 have completed
their first in-flight system checks. All has
checked out satisfactorily though there is
a problem with the power subsystem. The
spacecraft must function on 70% of the
budgeted supply. This will not be mission
threatening. Source: ESA
® X Prize hardware s ur
1esﬂng In July Starchaser Industries Ltd.
dropped its Nova 2 space capsule.

ral biotic and abiofic processes break down
chorine-based pollutants, but lead fo toxic in-
termediate substances including eancer—caus-
ing agents. Studying BAV will help develop
cleaning systems that result in non-toxic end
products. This has the potential for dealing with
contaminated sites that resist conventional
cleanup. Unregulated use of solvents for dry-
cleaning and degreasing of metal compo-
nents are common causes of confaminated
sites. A former industrial dry-cleaning factory
was selected as a pilof site and complete
dechlorination to ethene took six weeks. BAV1

The piloted capsule was released at an
alfitude of 10,000 feet and used a steerable
canopy to land safely. Armadillo Aerospace
also completed a drop test of their capsule,
the Black Armadillo in July. The team dropped
a full-scaie vehicle af 2000 feet. The test
confimed the design of the team's drogue
parachute and crushable nosecone recovery
system. Scaled Composites' plane-launched
rocket design is undergoing flight tests. These
tests will take the combined vehicles to 50,
feet and later test separation and glide-return
of the rocket haif. Source: xprize.com

- news
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Morden nominated

Hg.m_ a novel by Focus editor,
) columnist and Vector

reviewer Simon Morden has been

nominated for the British Fantasy
Society Best Novel award 2003.

Newell wins cup
M|Iu: Newell, the British director
best known for Four Weddings
and a Funeval and Donnie Brasco, will
direct the fourth Harry Potter film.
Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire will
go into production before filming
on the third movie, The Prisoner of
Askaban (see picture on opposite
page), is completed.

Ultimately fantastic
the next Marvel comic property
to get the Ultimate treatment
will be The Fantastic Four. It will be
cowritten by Brian Michael Bendis
and Mark Millar and drawn by
Andy Kubert... Babylon 5 creator J.
Michael Straczynski is writing Supreme

Power for Marvel's adult Max line of
comics... Neil Gaiman's 1602, a story
transposing the Marvel universe to
Elizabethan England, has begun its
eightissue run... Kurt Busiek is back
in Astro City with the excellent five-
issue miniseries Local Heroes

magaines

re changing their publishing
schedule. Currently published eleven
times a year, with one double issue,
the magazines will, in future, produce
only ten issues annually, with two
doublesized issues

Editorial address change
ark “ants in his pants” Greener
has changed address for the

second time this year. His new address

is: 53 Lambs Lane, Cottenham,

Cambridge, CB4 8TB. Mark denies

that he is on the run from members of

an Albanian crime family. But then he
would, wouldn't he.

What's in a nume"

Brian Aldiss writes: Jeff Gardiner's
arficle regarding the term
‘Science ficfion' is interesfing.

But his case could be better
made with a little historical
background.

The term SF (let's keep it short)
was unknown unfil its coinage in
the 1920s, when it was regarded
as a climb down from the
uglification of “scientifiction”. it
is  clumsy term, although not
without its attractions, combining
as it does two antithetical halves.
It has another virtue, alerting its
readers to the fact - or ot least
the promise - that they are going
to read something that contains
logical extrapolation and does
not foy with astrology or magic

We have o admit it is useful
to have a term that distinguishes
a kind of fiction from a
neighbouring kind, fantasy. It is
idle to argue that SF is a kind of
fantasy: itis and it is not.

But this label “SF" was wished
on us by @ young American
readership getting on for a
century ago - a readership
largely unlettered and probably
spotty, without the perspectives
of foday. So the term has
become siightly perjorative,
especially when down-marketed
still further by the shortened form.
“sci-fi"

There are many writers, well
accepted within the SF field, who
are more nearly surrealists. One
thinks of such names os Robert
Sheckley, William Tenn, Douglas
Adams and Terry Pratchett.

We might consider that these
authors would be happier to be
regarded as surrealists per se

We also see how those who
have rejected the term SF
outright have prospered in a

snews

more general
acceptance.
The names of
Kurt Vonnegut,
JG Ballard and.,
more recently.
Margaret
Atwood come
to mind. Such
authors’ novels
are reviewed
with better
professional
attention than
Matrix. with its
amateurs, can
achieve. They
are considered
somehow as
real writers.

It would be sensible for those
who consider themselves SF
writers (ie those who adhere to
well-wom generic conventions)
and are content with the label
— perhaps profifing by it - fo
continue to use it. Those writers
who feel that the SF thing has
reached ifs sel-by date may
be happier to call themselves
Surrealists or Futurists or — well,
how about just writers2 That's o
proud thing to be

On another matter. Could you
please publish the address of the
Irish Albedo One? Some of us
might like to read a copy!

David Curl writes: Jeff Gardiner's
rage against the term 'science
fiction' and his bigging up of
‘fantasy' was provocative and
worthwhile. However, there
are things to be said for the first
term and against the latter.
Affer all, 'science’ can refer to
any systematic and formulated
knowledge, including the
political and social sciences,

historiography.

partly @ moral
aim. ‘Science
fiction' sounds
groovy
| because
the ordering
of the terms
suggests uplift,
exirapolation
‘Fantasy' is
often used in
the sense of
private reverie, or daydream; it
can sound weak, solipsistic. On
the nofice board at the Fantasy
Centre bookstore on Holloway
Road, London N7 for at least
a couple of years, there was a
letter from an enquirer who had
obviously mistaken the name
of the shop. He asked whether
the proprietors had anything
ovailable about women
wearing exofic boofs and shoes.
“especially orthopaedic.” Iris
Murdoch writes, in her essay
On “God" and “Good™, that
“fhe chief enemy of excellence
in morality (and also in art) is
personal fantasy: the fissue of
sel--aggrandizing and consoling
wishes and dreams that prevents
one seeing what is there outside
one." It seems reasonable fo
posit that an erotic obsession
with corrective footwear would
tend fo get in the way of good
conduct and good literary
criticism: one could of course
contest Murdoch's implied
puritanism. (She got it by way of

Plato, who wanted to expel the
artists from his Republic. except
that he was only pretending)

Jeff Gardiner responds: My concern is
that Fantasy merely appears as a footnote
under the SF umbrella. Why has S|
become the dominant brand name
when it is so narrow and exclusive whilst
broader and inclusive rerm?
teful o Brian Aldiss for his
expert respanse, although the thought of

“logical extrapolation” leaves me rather
cold. Surely the whole point of literarure
s to entertain and exhilarate. In
tesponse to David Curl, there is nothing
weak or solipsistic abour Fantasy. Fantasy
is ambiguous, but that's its strength, not
weakness. It celebrates the imagination
and our spiritual reality; it cannot be
defined and resists all attemps - that's
what's so exciting about it

The argument depends on personal

tastes or semantics, but perhaps we
should listen to Mike Moorcock who
argues that there is no such thing SF
or Fantasy; there is just good writing
Martin adds: Albedo One, 2 Post Road,
Lusk, Dublin, Ireland.

for details and a review of the new issue.

We also heard from Neil O'Keeffe
who agreed with Mark’s
assessment of the Talons of Weng
Chiang and even liked Trial of @
Timelord (Mark: Obviously @ man
of faste and refinement). But.
unlike Mark. he found the Hartnell
year fired his imagination. He
adds: “There is one question that
puzzles me: why if the scripts of
the missing Dr Who episodes still
exist, why has nobody made an
attempt to re-dramatise them""
Mark replies: | don't know the answer
but I suspect it's due to copyright issues.
Neil alsc asks why Keith Robert's stories
has never been dramarised or The Knight
of God rebroadcast. Answers anyone!




Armed and dangerous: Revealed af San Diego’s Comic-
Con, this is the new look Doctor Octopus, who will be battling
Spider-Man in the forthcoming sequel to last year's hit film.
Also on show at the convention was footage showing the
villain, played by Alfred Molina, in action.

Hype for Hyperion?

he rights to the Hugo Award

winning novel Hyperion hav
bought by a major studio, author Dan
Simmons has revealed. And he hinted
that the project may be developed by
Goodfellas' director Martin orsese.

ccording to Ain't it ool News
Simmons revealed the news at a talk
at a Seartle Bookstore. Scorsese, Ain't
it Caol News reports, wants to turn the
fournovel sequence into a major film
trilogy based on the novelist's own

been

treatment of his work

Hayter on Watchmen

Su iptwriter David Hayter has
completed "a faithful adapration”

of Alan Moore/Dave Gibbon's classic

Watchmen comic series. Hayter, who

wrote the X-Men movies, may also

direct the project

Ultraviolent
Kmv Wimmer (Equilibrium
reviewed in Matrix 160) will

retur

the genre with his next

movie, Ultraviolet (not to be confused
with the new Robert Altman movie
o the ITV vampire drama). The film
will feature a central female vampire
(Viole) caught in a civil war between
nment and a genetically
modified race of superhumans
Director Wimmer promises his
trademark ultraviolence and told

Chud.com: “1¢’s guns, swords, hand-
to-hand, and a form of weapons
fighting we haven't seen yet before, If
all goes well, itll lens in Shanghai.”

Deathlok another day
ee Tamahori, director of the
latest Bond film Die Another Day,
has been confirmed as the director
of Deathlok, an.adapation of a very
minor Marvel character.

Trekkies return
TJ.L\« s, the disturbing 1997
documentary (well, I found it
disturbing - Martin) about Star Trek
fandom, will get a sequel. Once again
Denise Crosby (Star Trek: TNG's Tasha
Yar) will act as a guide to fandom's
nether regions. This outing, however,
will have a more international focus,
with the crew visiting entions
in Germany, France, England, Italy,
Australia and Brazil

Trilogy tragedy
s it the colonisation of
bookshops by doorstopsized
fantasy “trilogies” wasn't enough, it

are to be
annexed as well. The success of Lord
of the Rings and Matrix has led Sony to

now appears that cinems

greenlight Evermere, a three part story
described as "Harry Potter meets Lord
It tells the story of a 17

of the Ri
yearold orphan who discovers that
he is heir to a chrone in an alternate

universe (called Evermere) and n
there to usurp his corrupt uncle.
Governor terminated
AJrnnld Schwarzenegger may

we other things on his mind
but work is progressing on a fourth
Terminator movie. Producer Mario
Kassar has said that they expect to
begin production in nine months. A
script is being prepared. And Arnie?
“It depends on what he's doing in
life. If he wants to do politics, he'll
do politics. Then we'll have to figure
out away to do it without him, Bur

-3

he has expressed interest in doi
Kassar told Lebanese film mag
The Movie Guide

Lost in The Woods
Night Shyamalan’s (Signs,
Unbreakable) next film will
be The Woods and will star Joaguin
Phoenix (Gladiator), Willam Hure
{Dark City) and Sigourney Weaver
(Alien). Set in 1897 it is about a
close-knit community who live with
a mystical race of creature in the
surrounding woods.
Monster hit
me and directed by Stephen
Sommers (The Mummy) and
starring Hugh Jackman (X-Men) and
Kate Beckinsale (Underworld), Van
Helsing will take all Universal's famous
movie monsters out for a twenty-first
century run next year. Jackman, as
the eponymous hero, will bartle his
traditional nemesis, Dracula, but will
also cross swords (o pistols) with
Frankenstein and the Wolf Man

Foothall Crazy
haolin Soccer is the best fantasy/
kung fu/musical/football movie
ever made. Of course it is the only
fantasy/kung fu/musical/football film
ever made, but that shouldn't stop you

zine

cit
ramax, who own the American
distribution rights, have been delaying
the release as they tried to “improve”
the film. Terrible results at preview
screenings for their version have now

convinced them to release a relatively
unchanged and subritled version in

US cinemas this Seprember.

0 news on a UK release
nese DVD (with no region

coding) can be found and comes with
the added bonus of comedy subtitling

Elvis has left the building
ubba Hotep stars Evil Dead
Bruce Campbell as “Elvis” and
Davis as "JFK” as they battle
an ancient evil in an East Texas
retiement home. Based on the Bram
Stoker Award shortlisted short story
by Joe R Lansdale, Bubba Ho-tep rells
the “true” story of what happened
to Elvis and how he confronts and
Egyptian monster that is using his
retirement home as a hunting ground
Currently on limited release in
America, this will almost certainly g
straight to video in the UK - if it gets
ed at all - but has cult classic
written all over it.

New Reich

Andrew Dominik, the Austrailian
director of Chopper, will develop

and direct an adapration of Alfred

Bester's The Demolished Man for

Paramount.

Looking very dodgy
Punl 'W.S. Anderson (Resident Evil)
making Alien Vs Predator... 1, Robot
by Alex Proyas (Dark City) - shooting
has begun on a lengthy motorbike
chase... For no good reason, Fox will
mess around with Alien and rel
special edition with unseen footage
in cinemas later this year. We didn't
realise the original was broke.

rele.

Siriusly dirty: These first shofs from Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban suggest a grimier fime for Hamry, Hermione and Ron
under new director Alfonso Cuaron, It is also the first chance

(back) as Professor Lupin.

to see Gary Oldman (right) as Sirius Black and David Thewlis

flickers7
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A league of very

ordinary gentlemen

Based on one of the best comics of recent years, the fim adaptation of The League of Extraordinary
Gentlemen was always going to have a difficult time living up to its roots. What is disappointing, says
Martin McGrath, is not that it fails but that it never tries to match the intelligence of the original.

mics, at least in the hands
f 2 talent
are a much denser medium

than film. Comics can encompass
more visual information and more
complex literary idea
than a film script. This is certainly
true of Stephen Norrington's attempt
Moore and Kevin

< for page,

gue of

g screen. For
sften the
cannot match ir

that are toc

. it

source for intelligence, style or drama.

Film images flash past a¢
twenty-four frames a second and, at
least in the cinema, cannot be pored
over in the same way as a comic

Technically, then, Th

creen cannot match the

book frame
League on

ual rich f the comic. One
f the book’s

with enterrainis
inevitably lost

Appealing
Norrington's The League, if never
matching O'Neill's art, at least
manages to develop an appealing Jook
of its own. The opening sequence in
Africa, Dorian Gray's library and the
interior of the Nautilus are, in their
own way, well designed and stylish
Sadly the one element of the design
that survives from the comic books
almost intact - Mr Hyde is fairly
faithfully rransferred thanks o CGI
- is the least convincing of the film's
special effects. | especially hated the

transformation sequences.
However, if the look of the

film is reasonably successful, the

script and plot seriously disappoint

Film adaptations rarely manage

to encompass the same degree of

character development and complexity

as their literary sources. Alan Moore's

The League covered a lot of ground

and it is not entirely surprising that

the film fails to match the scope of

al. What is disappointing,

. is the way in which the film

the orig
howeve
fails to even aspire o a similar degree
of intelligence. Norrington’s film is
cliched in a way th
never be, the dialogue is stiff and there
are huge holes in the story's logic
Worst of all is 4 sequence in which
The League must save Venice from

scinema

Moore would

:
Sean Connery as Quatermain “adopting” Tom Sawyer (Shane West) aioard Nemo's I

being sunk by a big bomb in the
foundations of the city's buildings
The filmmakers seem to believe
that the city of Venice is built out
into the Adriatic rather than on
sland. From the moment that
the aircraft—carrier-sized Nautilus
sails up a Venetian canal to the
villains' inevitable escape, the whole
misadventure is nonse
handled. The action and dialogue are
turgid, the ideas ridiculous and the
whole sequence s infuriatingly bad

Sawyer

The introduction of Tom Sawyer
(the wooden Shane Weso) is another
serious mistake. The League should
essentially be Quatermain’s story.
Sawyer robs Quatermain of any
scrious opportunities for character
development, gets in the way of his
action scenes and adds nothing to
the group dynamic. Dorian Gray's
replacement of Quatermain as Mina
Harker's (pointlessly reinvented as
a vampire)“love interest” further
diminishes the role

Sean Connery was always going
to be too vital a screen presence to

succeed as the rather wasted
embittered old hero in Moore's
ariginal. Still, Connery's screen
a is curmudgeonly enough

persc

ical and badly

these days to suggest that, given

the chance, he could have made a
success of the role. He never gets

the chance and it is easy to see how,
2 rumours suggest, he might have
become frustrated at the treatment of
his character and the wasting of his
talents.

Over the top
However, not all the changes are
for the worse. Stuart Townsend
is fabulously over the top as the
other new character, Dorian Gray.
Asan invulnerable immortal he is
wonderfully louche and gets almost all
of the film’s scarce good lines. Pausing
to heal during a fight with an equally
immortal and indestructible foe he
sighs camply, clearly bored already,

and exclaims: “We'll be ar this all day!”

Issues over character rights
apparently prevented the use of
Hawley Griffin as The Invisible Man,
but | rather liked his replacement, a
widehoy thicf named Rodney Skinner
(Tony Curran) who stole the potion.
In the end, however, it s the
script that lets The League down. It
is full of painfully obvious, pointless
statements. So, Naseeruddin Shah
(who otherwise does 4 rather good
job as Captain Nema) is forced to
point to a (ludicrously out-of-place)

sportscar and declaim: *1 call it an aut-
o-mo-bile.” And Quatermain shouts
“Venice still stands!” when half of the
city has been flattened

None of these characters speak
or act like their literary originals
Moare, in the comic book version,
takes liberties but, at least, he brought
a knowledge and undk
these characters to the page. With
Norrington's version you are simply
left to wonder why they bothered
calling the characters Quatermain or
Harker. They might as well be called
Smith or Jones. They bear no relation
to their supposed source material.

Disaster

The League of Extvaordinary G
is not a disaster on the scale of
Batman and Robin or Battlefield Earth
and yet it is, in some ways, an even
bigger disappointment than either
of these films. The kernel of the
idea was so good and the source
material so exciting that the failure

nding of

of Norrington’s film to come cle
to exploiting all that potential is
shattering. Add to that the fact that
this disappointing outing all but
guarantees that the brilliant second
story in the sequence will never be

adapted to the screen, and all those
involved have a lot to answer for.
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overnor Arnold’
last hurrah?

Martin McGrath wanted to hate Terminator 3, honestly he did, but it was too much fun and he was

weak, so very weak.

T: news that Jonathon Mostow
Terminator movie did not
inspire confidence. U-571, his only
other major directorial outing, was

pachy at best. Nothing suggested
that he was up to the job of followir

James Cameron on one of the
film franchises of all time. Add the
absence of Linda Hamilton and alarm
bells were ringing long before this film
even began production
o say that, when | sa down to

watch this film, I had low expectations
would be an understatement of
enormous proporti

Lexpected to
Rise of the Mach and was surprised,
even disappointed, to |
having thoroug

In a curious way, the absence of
James Cameran from T3 is the best
thing that could have happened to the
franchise. That's not to say that this
is a berter film th
would have made. Nor is it, for
that matter, the equal of the ¢
episodes in this series. Howev
Cameron's absence has red
audience expectation and allowed the
film to shed huge amounts of baggag
T3 is a more nimble film than it could
have hoped to be under Cameron's
autocratic control.

Technical
I films like The Abyss and Titanic
Cameron's determination to break
technical boundaries has seen him
neglect the basic rule of film-making
- that the film should be enterraining.
He has become obsessed with
exploring the furthest limirs of what
is possible with technology. It is a
fixation that has driven him to make
increasingly complex documentaries
~ but it can blind him to the needs of

we the cinema

Iy enjoyed myself

1 James Cameron

pe.

the audience.
Cameron's T3 would have been
huge and expensive and technically
superb, but I'm not sure if it would
have been this much fun to warch
Janathon Mostow possesses
neither Cameron's pretensions to
ndeur nor his ability as a director.

He has phinly sat down and decided
that at the heart of the Terminator
demographic are people who like

o warch things explode, who enjoy
warching hugely overblown gun fights
and whose idea of a sensitive drama

is something along the lines of The
Scratchy cartoons.

Simpsons Trchy an:

what he delivers
- tightly-paced, cartoonish action

ises as many laughs as gasps,
Sometimes the humour is too broad
and too frequent, occasionally
undermining the dramatic possibilities
of the plor, but no one will accuse T3
of being pompous. Some of the beter
jokes - especially Arnic's sunglasses
and the continued torure of Dr
Silberman - play neatly with the most
iconic elements of the earlier films

Homage
However, in important ways, T3 pays
homage to the past - such as making
the female lead fight most fiercely and
make the tough decisions

A more ambitious (or more
arrogant) director might have tried
1o wipe the slate clean and impose
themselves on the material. Success
could have broughr the kudos enjoyed
by Cameron himself for Aliens.
However, David Fincher and Jean-
Pierre Jeunet - more ralented directors
than Mostow - know the damage
that can be done if this gamble fails
Both suffered when they couldn’
the fans what they wanted in their

attempes to follow Cameron on the
Alicn franchise. Mostow, given his
capabilities, sensibly plays safe

At well under two hours T3 pelrs

along, leaving newcomers to catch up

if they can. Two terminators, Arnie
(of course) and the T-X (Kristanna
Loken) batle over Connar (Nick
Stahl) and Kate Brewster (Claire
Danes). All the actors do fair enough
job, but since most of what they are
asked 10 do is to stay out of the w

of increasingly large pyrotechnics,
they are nor stretched. The scripe is
serviceable

Surprises
The plo contains & number of nice
surprises, which | have no intention of
spoiling, and cont
than one would expect in a movie like
this. I'd like to discuss the interesting
conflict between the *philosophy”
(that's much too grand a word for it)
in Mostow's sequel and Cameron’s
previous movies, but I can’t without
spoiling the ending, so that will have
to wait for another time.

Some critics have complained
that the third outing lacks the artisti
merit of Cameron's earlier outings,
which leaves one wondering how long

ins no more holes

it is since they've se

Cameron has a far greater grasp of
what makes a shot truly dramatic
than Mostow can ever hope t achicve

and s, inevitably, chis film will have
fewer lasting images. The special
effects are very good, though not

i
groundbreaking, but the stunt work -
in particular one chase scene featuring
a fire engine - is outstanding

T3 makes no pretence of being
anything more than an action movie
More so than the ponderous Marix
Reloaded or the thoughtful Hulk, this
is 2 movie driven by spectacle. In this
sense it delivers in spades. Anything
that gets in the way of the action is
pared down to the absolute minimum
and just when you think things can’t
get any more overblown, they do.
So, for example, having crashed one
helicopter into a building in the
most explosive fashion, Mostow does

it again bu this time with a bigger
helicopter and even bigger explosions

Perfect

That, in a way, is a perfect summary of

everything T3 is about. Do everythi
from the first two films again, but
do it bigger. The law of diminishing
returns is unavoidable but, for all
that, T3 moves quickly enough and
rerains enough goodwill to make it an

enjoyable picce of escapism.

Is T3 as good as its predecessors?
No. It has neither the scope no the
quality of film-making of the firse
fwo Terminator films. But for fans of
Itchy and Scratchy and big explosions,
it s the only musesce film of the year
5o far

cinemas?9
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Spiritual

Martin McGrath gets caried away by Spirifed Away, a Japanese
animated film about a little girl in a land where gods go to chill-out. Go
and see it, whatever the effort required: it will be worth it.

Yo Ho Ho
and a

barrel of
fun!

Martin McGrath takes a look
at Pivates of the Caribbean,
a film based on a
attraction. Has he been taken
for a ride?

childlike but never childish.

ters with Japanese animarion

stretch only as far as Akira and
the occasional juvenile movie featur-
ing giant robors, then Spirited Auay
may be as pleasant a surprise to you
was it was to me.

This is mind-expanding cinema

Winner of last year's Oscar for
best animated feature, Spirited Auay
tells the story of Chihiro, a young
girl trying to survive in a strange,
dangerous, magic world. When her
arrogant and greedy parents take a

I., like me, your previous encoun

wrong turn during a house move,
they are turned into pigs. Left
alone, Chihiro has to make her own
way, save her parents and her new
friend Haku and stand up to the
witch Yul

There are echoes of classics such
as Alice in Wonderland and The Secret
Garden but, for once, this is 2 piece
of cinema that deserves to be placed
alongside grear works of literature
Director Hayao Miyazaki gives the
whole project a wonderful, lyric
quality that is moving but never
manipulative

Atthe heart of the film is
the little girl, Chihiro, It is casy
to imagine how, in an American
movie, the film-makers would
have been unable to resist the urge
to make their heroine “feisty” and
“sassy" and maddeningly irritating
Chihiro is none of these things.
is purc and honest and yet Miyazaki

10scinema

succeeds in making her feel like a
real ten-year-old girl, who can be
frightened or playful or develop an
enormous crush on a boy.

This, I think, is the core of
Spirited Away's success as a piece of
artand as a piece of entertainment.
It achieves a child-like simplicity
without ever slipping over into
childishness. This is a world where
anything can happen and, as all
children know and as all fairytales
attest, such a world may contain
wonders but it can also be home
to great dangers. That means that
this film, like all great fairyrales,
contains material that very small
children might find disturbing
- but that is, after all, the point.

Even at over two hours long
there is something here to keep
everyone entertained. The children
will love the wonderfully designed
characters and the film's delight in
swamping everything in mud and
vomit, but parents will appreciate
the mythic quality of this work
and the extraordinary style of the
filmmaking on display

Aiyazaki has made a film that
is wonderful to watch but even
more beautiful to look at. The
quality of the animation is amazing.
Primarily hand-drawn, the artwork
far surpasses almost everything
produced by Western animation
houses. There are moments in this
film that will leave you dewy-eyed

with wonder. For me, in particular,
Chihiro's train journe
flooded land brought a lump o my
throat

It comes as no surprise that
John Lasseter - the man behind
Toy Sory = is in uwe of

across a

iyazaki's
work. Itis to Lasseter's credit that
he has played a significant role on
ensuring Miyazakis films are shown
in the West

Optimum Releasing, the
company distributing Spirited Auwy
in the UK, are releasing it in two
formats, dubbed and subtitled
Subritled versions will go to “art
house” cinemas, while the dubbed
versions will be more widely
available. My personal preference
is to watch foreign films in their
ariginal language but, since this
is a film that children should
love, a dubbed version also seems
appropriate. With fifty prints
Spirited Auay won't be in every
multiplex but it is worth any extra
effort you might need © make ©
sce this wonderful film

1could not possibly recommend
Spirited Away more highly. It is
the best film I've seen this year
and deserves the widest possible
ce. Having warched it |
immediately went out and bought
other Miyazaki film T could
find on DVD,
« Spirited Auay is released on
September 12, 2003.

audis

are times during Pirates of
the Caribbean: The Curse of the
Black Pearl when Johnny Depp
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Identity Asinand
Crisis

Cypher wastes its early promise says Martin Lewis.

pretty bad

Martin McGrath on Sinbad.

unlikely Sulivan
you get in to play vor Novelio, not ¢
dressed ex-salesman.

headaches and visual
Inevitably he finds that his job is not
all it seems and neither is Lui's Rita or
indeed himself.

Northam provides the anchor
for the film, he is on screen for most
ol&mmmngmﬁr:wysmdhamhoshﬂu
requisite versatility to play his chame-
leon However his character, fike

the viewer, is passive and is simply
along from plot point to plot
science fiction should

Seven Seas is a terrible film - it

snowboarding and sky-diving

Ilhn'r that Sinbad: Legend of the sports” such as bungie jumping,

isn't badly made, it isn't badly
acted and the script, I suppose, is
perky enough. It is just that it has

computergenerated monsters,
the animation is of a very
high standard. Occasionally,
particularly in Tartarus, land of
chaos, the film comes up with an
image that is surprisingly good.

happens to ¢

stops us from cari

stems from the dect
involved to strip out anything
thar would make this Sinbad

ne are the

Y

replaced with a generic, vaguely
Greek fantasy world with myths
cutand pasted from Homer.
Gone oo is Sinbad the trader
and adventurer, replaced by the
most unconvincing pirate
and thief who, despite
his trade, will always do
the right thing

The film’s characters
are recognisably
Western and
modern. The
sense of wonder
and the thrill of
the exotic that
first made The
Ambian Nights so
appealing to Western
audiences has been
excised with surgical

precision, Instead,
we get a dull and
predictable love story
pepped up with a
half a dozen action
sequences that,

though pretty, never
convince us that the

film'’s protagonists
are in real danger.

Insofar as this film
that could

has anyd
be called “inspiration™
it is the “extreme

recognisable as the character from  a

tacked crudely info every available
action sequence

A cartoon fantasy may be the
wrong place to look for cultural
depth but, withour a sense of
place or history, this film loses
anything that migh have

type. The result, as with
Dreamworks animati
Prince of Egypr, The Road o EI
Dorado) is that Sinbad plays it

safe, failing to create distinctive
identity. Dreamworks placed
themselves in the situation of
releasing a film about a hero from
Baghdad while American troops
are occupying that city and the

country around ir. Their response
is to deny the origi

ndamental disrespect for the
source material

Whatever one thinks of the
recent war, would it have been
beyond the ability of Dreamworks
to make a children's film that
recognised the value in different
cultures and to make a film which
respected and even celebrated
those differences? At least then
Sinbad's creators could have
pointed something that made it
appear worthwhile. Certainly it
would have been a timely

when intolerance on all
sides is becoming ever

more comme
Instead Sinbad becomes
an exercise in cultural theft
without even the grace to
acknowledge the source of
its booty. Itis the kind of
appropriation of mythology
and history that can only
be described as cultural
imperialism. It is the
rewriting of the stories of
another people in the
image of the powerful
That it also fails to
entertain and leaves
only a bad taste in
the mind adds to the
reasons to sail far,
far away from this
insipid version of
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The Mutrix Reanimated

Martin Lewis takes a look at The Animatrix, a collection of animated shorts set in the
Wachowski's Matrix universe.

d in a wide variety

rent criticism

simply a marketin

ed solely to f

add to the
4

is that this is
gimmick desig:

Well, of course it does
hype (despite being release:
The Matrix Reloaded) but it d
seem like a cynical cash-in. After all
writers, parcicularly genre writ
to play repeatedly with the worlds
they create. This is simply a much
The format

s not

rarer treat for direcrc
itself seems entirely fite
anime is one of the stre
popular cinema that, along with

martial arts and heroic bloodshed

films, so obviously inspired the
Brothers Wachowski. Indeed C

here is an: l'ul charge you can

lay at the Wachowski's t does

is simply to m
Whenever

and starts pond
mouth, thi

meone scops kicking
"

The Second Rena:
2) where the backstory
made more explicit
only laugh at the risil
rise of the mach

riously over

Unh a few of the
actually relate directly to the films

Matriculated by Peter Chung, the best Animatrix has to offer.

direction of the short make

»p depiction of
watch. than some
lents There is always a

tlhlhilﬂhhqh“
Hor you!

Martin McGrath
Endod  the things he does

123DVD

posie

ery of Zion. It opens

he Ne:

of vh others

jsn't quite as good as d

black and

o expressionist and sraric

white pieces
Two segments stand out though
ind tellingly neither of them are
written by the Wachowskis. The
first is the reflectively shot Beyond
oup of children
n the Matrix
lated by Acon

showing a g

subvert the machines tc
ke VR simulation,
oup find their

k the story

using a dre:

When th

hunks of f

ideal for thes

an anth techniques

it is undeniably impressive

>gy of animatic

gﬂ and logq
entertainment
ik
bad acfing and the worst
;psdul mﬁs n the history of rmvne—nuldna.
The World Endi

Mmuyummmmm

interesting science’
Ohyes. Rodoﬁm.hm looks a lot like
the smoke from a smoke mochine.

Mm.ﬁ-

w radiation mutates all fiving creatures in
same way. msygnwwobbwham.long

!ma.omdmmddwsbo unhealthy

mﬂn-y
Wait, | forgot something. They also develop
steel claws and bullet-proof skin.

Why on earth would hwptn‘r
Its nature's way of coping with radiation,
apparently. The mutant monster also des

on iresistible urge to fun off with the prettiest
blonde in the movie.

mdhmmed monstri

bath or shower because God's good clecln
natural rainwater s sure o destroy th

wicked man-made beasts. Mcmchesvar issafe,

Any'hlngsoodonm-
I'raie!sla'oihar

mofmerwmmpposedvobecmyhghu
bmwmmlmmﬂhf
The theremin music is
Mhhmm

The Day the Earth Stood Still. The Day the Earth
Caungm TheDaychTrm The Day of
the Jackal. The Day Today. And The Day the
World Ended.

Wait @ minute! This Is The Day the World Ended.

~one in which the world doesn't end.
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nless you have satellite or ca-
le television then, at least for
the moment The Dead Zone

will mean nothing to you

‘Which is a shame because the
Fi Channel's American import may
just be the best fantasy programme on
television at the moment

film owes s basic premise
to 2 Stephen King novel. David
Cronenberg directed a superior
adapration to the novel in 1983
starring Christopher Walken, The
television show shares the same
premise ~ Johnny Walker wakes after
five years in a coma o discover that he
has lost his girlfriend and his past life
but that he has gained the power to
glimpse the future of those he comes
into contact with.

The television incarnation is less
disturbing than Cronenberg's film
~ hardly a surprise - but it can still
deliver effective chills, Two stand-out
episodes from the second
“Cabin Pressure” and “The Man Who
Never Was” play very effectively on
the limits of Johnny's (a very g
Anrhun‘, Michacl Hall) powers.

In “Cabin Pressure” Johnny
becomes aware that the plane he is
an is going to crash but he cannor tell
how or why. [ found it a genuinely
gripping piece of relevision as he
struggles first to convince anyone of
what he's seen and then 1o work out
exactly what is going to happen.

“The Man Who Never Was®,
contrast, opens with a chilling vision
in which Johnny watches himself
fade away. The conclusion is a little
mundane but the start of the episode
certainly grabs the artention.

Underlying the standalone
cpisodes is an arc, borrowed from the

in which Johnny sees the future
of ambitious local politician Gireg
I n Patrick Flannery - The
Young Indiana Jones) who will go on o
become America’s president and cause
Armageddon

“This arc, hecause it has moved so

slowly and often gets pushed aside

‘malrixs

Dead on

current

for weeks at a time, is perhaps The
Dead Zome's greatest weakness. I can
understand why television producers
feel the need to give shows like this
an are, it allows the regular viewers

to feel part of the show’s mythology,
bur unless it moves on and can be
sustained over a long period then, in
my view, it can simply drag everything
else around it.

The Dead Zone has been a success in
America where it is shown on the USA
Network. It is already the highest-rated
cable show in history and the second

a further
seven episodes thar will be bro
this summer in America. One of these
episodes, “The Hunt for Osama”, has
achieved some notoriety already as the
network pulled the episode from its
original slot.

The quality of the acting in the
show is generally good. There are
pretty women fighting over Johnny
- Nicole deBoer (Cube) is good
as Johnny's former fiancée Sarah
Bannerman - and stalwart chara
actor David Ogden Stiers (M"A*S!
adds gravitas as Johnny's legal
guardian and TV evangelist Reverend
Gene Purdy

Butit is f\mhnm Muh.zel Hall

yorenprercoce dtmiies e fatho
believe tha this is the same man who
starred in the 80 teen movies Weird
Science and The Breakfast Chub. Seill,

it is perfect for the part. His Johnny
Walker is both vulnerable and yet
fiercely determined to use his gift for
go0d. It is a fine performance.

The Dead Zone can be hard to carch,
but perhaps 3 terrestrial channel will
pick it up in the future. With Stephen
King's name attached a show of this
quality deserves o pick up a decent
audience in this country.

* Sci Fil UK is repeating The Dead
Zone on Thursdays at Spm. The
seven new episodes will be shown in
October.

televisions13
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Fort: Damned
facts and fictions

D

lll[cast
by Charleg Fort

Number
wr
Minufac[urers

“| conceive of nothing, in religion, science or philosophy, that is more than the proper thing
to wear, for a while." Charles Fort studied everything from falling fish fo lights in the sky and
hated nothing more than a closed mind. He also wrote three and a half million words of
fiction. Andy Sawyer reads The Outcast Manufacturers, his only published novel.

‘either science fiction
nor fantasy, The Outcast
Manufacturers (B.W. Dodge,

1909) s at first sight an odd novel
to be in a collection devored to
these genres. But take a look at the
name of the author again. Charles
Fort (immortalised in the title of
the magazine of anomalies, the
Fortean Times) was the great recorder
of “damned facts™~falls of frogs,
mysterious disappearances, lights in
the sky. The fruit of years scribbling
down obscure stories in the British
Museum was four books: The Book of
the Damned, New Lands, Lo! and Wild
Tulents. One of the many sf writers
inspired by Fort's resolute scepticism
was Eric Frank Russell who took
his “1 think we're property” as the
theme for his novel Sinister Barrier
Russell's copy of the book is now in
Liverpool University Library, part of
the archive deposited by his daughter
Erica Metcalfe following the arrival
of the Science Fiction Foundation
Collection in 1993,

The Outcast Manufacturers, says
Damon Knight in his biography
of Fart (Charles Fort: Prophet of the
Unexplained), came out of Fort's days
a5 a struggling New York writer in the
carly years of the twentieth century.
According to novelist Theodore
Dreiser, quoted in Knight's biography,
Fort produced “the best humorous
short stories that | have ever seen
produced in America”. He lived, with
his wife Anna, in the same poverty-
ridden enements he wrote about, and
he wrote - 3,500,000 words of novels
alone, according to his own estimate.
Only one of these novels was ever
published, and it is not easy to find.
The manuscripts of the others were
apparently destroyed.

Incongruous

s it any good? Well, Knight writes of
“Fort's eye for the incongruous and
unexpected, his perception of hidden

The Science Fi e

relationships,”
and the *trick
of perspective”
by which he
makes his
characters
lively, engaging,
sometimes
even poignant
puppets.

His physical
description is
almost like a

series of notes,
jorted down at
white heat, as is
the breathless
energy of his
description

of events
Knight quotes
his groping.
gasping style

in the way he

describes one
character, Miss Dunphy: “She flushed
alitdle-lushes, like goldfish in an
aquarium, fluttering in her globe-like,
colorless face-goldfish in a globe of
milk, perhaps-or goldfish strugeling in
a globe of whitewash, have it.” Readers
of Fort's non-fiction will be familiar
with this exhilarating rush of words,
but presented in fiction it seems
almost avant-garde.

Struggling
Fort's only novel gives us a few
weeks in the lives of struggling New
Yorkers. Sim, a young man from the
country, takes employment with The
Universal Manufacturing Company,
a shady mailorder company run by
the idealistic but wholly impractical
Birtwhistle, full of ideas and
ambitions but incapable of carrying
anything out: a good-hearted man
but a petry fraudster. Fort shows us a
group of energetic characters on the
decline from poverty to destitution-at
one point they are evicted from their
apartment, forced to wander from

park bench to
park bench and
only return to 3
roof over their
heads because
their landlord
has political
ambitions

that would be
wrecked bya
reputation for
dispossessing
tenants. We see
the instability of
Irish-American
New Yorl

tenement life

in a series of
remarkable vivid
comic sketches,
particularly the
between
Birtwhistle and
his wife, butalso
scenes, which are
both grotesque and poignant:

“The sound of indistinct profanity
shouted in a room upstairs; the oath
repeated, but this time, instead of
being shouted angriy, it seemed
urtered as if appealingly...”

“That poor old man’s dying,”
said Mrs Birtwhistle to Sim. “It’s old
Mr Strout; he won't last long now,
because he's had two strokes already
- . the second took all his specch away
except one oath that was always on his
lips when he was well. Now that's all
be can say, and he shricks it when he's
mad about anything
in the dark, and tries to tell chem he'll
be good if they Tl only give him light
and air, but his oath is all his lips will
form; so he groans it or roars it.”

Attention
Fort draws attention to his characters
(Mrs McKicker in her red hat “an
effect like that of a stern gray shaft of
a ruined temple. Straight and lonely
ina Greek plain, and made burlesque

rows

He swelters

by some mocking hand that had
placed millinery on top of it.") His
despairing, angry women, constantly
watching the price of meat, and his
charmingly feckless or mutely furious
men are caricatures, but th
wonderfully observed carica
the comic-strips of the period, the
Katzenjammer kids, Mutt and Jeff, or
the Yellow Kid, struggling immigrants
only a missed rent away from the
abyss, bur full of life

aricature perhaps- there's
definitely an “Arrah!” or two among
the explanations although I'm pretry
certain never a “begorrah!"~ but

the characters are too real to be
stercorypes. Fort's impressionistic soyle
draws our attention to New York's
swirling energy-arguments, screaming
babies, furious denunciations and
passionate dreams. Stories weave their
way through the novel. The almost
humpbacked Miss Guffy is brought
to a tragic end by her gratitude to

the Birtwhistles. Asbury Parker never
lets go of a bundle of letters from his
wife. One day, fantasises Birtwhistle,
his schemes will bear fruit. One day
someane will appreciate what he is
One day.

Whot if?
Reading The Outcast Manufucturers,
you wish more of Fort's fiction had
been preserved. What if he'd written
fiction based upon his indefatigable
chronicling of loopy *damned faces™?
What science fiction he could have
written, if he had turned his mind o
it! Even 5o, as a novel of “real life"The
Outcast Manufactuers stands up well
compared to, say, the contemporary
stories of O. Henry. Once dipped
into, its turbulent humour and
inventive imagery are unforgertable. It
certainly does not deserve its neglect
and considering Fort's position as
someone who has given his name to
particular cast of mind, it really ought
to be brought back to life. How abour
it, Fortean Times?

It has boen de ©
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We are gateful o the Arts and Humanities Rescarch Board fo funding the “Science Fietion Hub® projct, shich willdevelo and exhance our catalogue.
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A faithful servant

Stephen Baxter on the froubled times and eventual tfriumph of the Galileo mission. First
approved in 1977, Gdlileo will plunge into Jupiter on September 21, 2003 - ending a
successful mission and making one final sacrifice in the name of science.

n the year we lost Columbia, tw

from our view. In my latest novel
Coalescent (Gollancz, Sep 2003) |
touch on the fate of the Pioneer space
probes. Launched in the 1970s, they
were the first to the outer planets, and
then went on to become our first am:
bassadors to the stars. But the signal
from Pioneer 10 was lost in January.

This year, too, the Galileo spa
probe will meet its end - and oddly

the destinies of all these pioneering
craft are intertwined
In the 19705, after the fascinating

and Pioneer.
hetted for a

results from Voyag
NASA's appetite was
Jupiter arbiter. The Galileo mission
d as long ago as 1977

o, so back in

the Tron Age

in troubled times,

mJ had ¢

a twelve-year odyssey through NASA
und.

f th

politics before it got

Triumph
After the triumph of A
scc programme went
into serious decline. Allowing for
inflation, by 1980 NASA's budget
would be only about a third of the

unmanne

1966 appropriation, the peak of
the Apollo spending years. And
throughout the 1970s NASA's energies
were devoted o the development of
the space shuttle, the future of its
manned space programme. NASA
mortgaged nearly everything - sc
space exploration, the development
of new technologies - to build its
spaceplanc. Overall, the unmanned
planetary exploration budget, adjusted
for inflation, was slashed by a factor
of four from 1974, when expenditures
peaked on the Viking missions to
Mars, to 1977, when Galileo was
approved. Astonishingly, for a while
it even looked as if the Deep
Network system of radio teles:
would be closed down, which
have left the Voyagers, already ¢
way, to send their pictures of Uranus
and Neptune to an unhearing Earth

Only Galileo survived: by 1982 it
was the last major planetary mission
in the budget

Galileo was a big probe, but it was
actually lighter than the Viking Mars
probes, and could have been launched
on the Viking launcher - the Titan
IlI-E Centaur - as carly as 1982. But
that would have meant launching
iton a throwaway booster, and that
wouldn't do, Galileo was slated for
launch on the shuttle - and it was

s

nce

soon bogged down in the shuttle
programme’s politics and delays

Shuttle

Even by 1979 it became clear that
0 was too heavy to b
the shuttle. So various options were
explored. At one time it was planned
w0 split Galileo in two (), and launch
it on two separate shurdle flights.
Finally it was decided thar Galileo,
been hoisted into Earth orbit

carried on

carried booster rockets before,
but always small and relatively safe
fuel rockets. Centaur, though,
liquid fucl

Galileo would have been launched
in May 1986. But the shurte’s launch
schedules were getting compressed
That spring NASA was planning to
send up not one but two shuttles
equipped with Centaurs; Challenger
would have sent the solar probe
Ulysses on its way, while Adanis
would have launched Galileo. The
engineers were very unhappy. They
were only using Centaurs n the frt
because budget cuts had caus
s aneelliion o lafined
tug'. And the safery aspects had simply
not been thought through. When
Twent to Houston to research my
novel Moonseed in 1997, a NASA

insider gave me something of the
flavour of that frantic period: “We
were planning a shit-load of weird
stuff before Challenger blew ... Because
both [Galileo and Ulysses) were going
to Jupiter - and because the launch
window was tight - we'd have had two
shuttles on orbit at the same time.

Paylood
‘Not only that, you'd have had both
of thase ships with liquid oxygen.
hydrogen loads in the payload bay
And we never truly figured how
we were going to handle that. We
couldn’t figure out how to keep the
load topped up on the pad. Would
you run cryogenic lines through the
skin of the orbiter? What if you have
0 abort? You have an explosive fucl
load aboard, and we couldn't figure
out a way o dump it fast enough
in case of an abort. For instance
you might be flying an RTLS abort
[Return To Launch Site], which is a
powered fly-around back to the Cape,
acrobatic manocuvre
which we've never, in fact, tried. And
in the middle of this you'd have to
dump your forty thousand pounds of
LOX and hydrogen, separately.

*Or what if you do a TAL
[Trans-Adantic Landing] and finish
up at some airfield in Africa? How are
you going fo process the stuff the

It takes three days to get the C-130s

[cargo aireraft] out there, and in

that time you could get an explosive

build-up of gases in your payload bay

Well, hell, after Challenger we just
looked at that again

Challenger was destroyed in January

1986. After the wide-ranging safery

teview that followed, Centaurs were

banned from the shuttle payload bay

- but that meant Galileo was without

a launch vehicle once more

Atlantis
Galileo was finally launched, by
in October 1989. By now
was the ‘Inertial Upper
Stage', a solidfuel rocket intended for
defence satellites. The

US was safe

but so underpowered that
going to have to rely on gravity assist
 get o Jupiter. I flew a contorted
h the inner solar systerr

< and Earth twice

s to reach Jupiter,
in !ml-. nb original flight

ite a few more
technical problems, notably a balky
main antenna, it was a marvellous
success. Even that extended tour

of the solar system returned some
good results, including the first close
encounter with an asteroid. When

Galileo fin ched its destination
it threw a probe into Jupiter itself, and
1 spent eight years sailing among
the Jovian moons.

But in September 2003 Galileo
will be deliberately crashed into the
Jupier. It has lasted three times longer
in its Jovian orbit than it was designed
for, but now it s running out of the
propellant it needs to keep its antenna
pointing at Earth: its time is up. The
ground control team stopped work
on 28 February, leaving the onboard
computer to manage the final few
months. Even Galileo's demise is
a wondrous gesture, for it is being
deliberately destroyed to ensure that
there is not the smallest chance that it
will ever impact Europa, and perhaps
contaminate the fragile life forms
that may exist in that moon'’s putative
ocean. The crash will be a spectacular
end to a triumphant mission.

Space projects last lifetimes,
and Galileo's contorted destiny was
shaped by decisions made by President
Nixon and others decades ago. Like
Columbia, like Pioneer, I've been
following the perils of G
adult life, but now s long
over. Goodbye, old friend

resonancess15
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Interaction stations®

It might be two years away, but the planning is already well underway

HECR
.,,,!m‘d‘m'!;

for

Interaction, the Worldcon in Glasgow 2005. Mark Plummer talks about the work underway
and he reviews Emerald City, a fanzine with actual science fiction in it!
The folks behind Interaction seek sustenance affer o hard doy’s planning.

nething about

~all that time

suppose ther
the fan temperame
pokin «

/Il be having
idently

5 when Britain—and more specifi
cally Glasg
the World Science Fiction Co

Lest this come across as some

w—once again plays h

goshwowboyoboy fannish
enthusiasm for the idea of 2 Worldcon
in what is, cosmically speaking, if

not my back garden then the back
aden of the house just across the
road and up a bit, you know, the one
with the Charles Rennie M:
wallpaper, [ should say th
with many people | have
ambivalence about the event, m

sort of

Contact: volunfeers@interadion.worldcon.
ook

And, in a rather slick link, 1
fiote that one of the people at the
Construction weckend—one of four
UStbased fans in fact—was Cheryl

because the
currently constimuted—represents Morgan, editor of the Hugo-nominated
such an enormous logistical task. As fanzine Emerald City, the ninety-fifth

issue of which ha
writing, just appeared. Given tha the
average lifespan of a fanzine

convenrtions get bigger they become

exponentially more complex to

is supposed to be somewhere between
one and two issues, this represents
quite an achievement.

convention roles with realworld

pressures like paying
worl

Remarkable

Emerald City is also
Manage remarkable for managir

Interaction, the the feat of being both
formal name of the xactly what you would
2005 event, is ke and wouldn'r expect
‘manage this problem from an sf fanzine.
and it was one of the Armed with some
themes of the first kind of rudimentary
staff weekend, billed as knowledge of the form,
Construction, which
took place in Cardiff
in midJuly. This
was mostly toplevel
planning stuff given
that we're still two
years off the event but
there will be further
events in the coming
years as everybody

pretry much matches
the archetype: it's an
amateur publication

in which a fan writes
about the books she
likes. Yet for those
whase knowledge
extends a little beyond
the rudimentary,

it represents the
stereotype—an amateur
publication in which

a fan writes about the
books she likes—beyond
which fa
suppased to have

starts getting into
the detail. For more
information about
what's happening with
Interaction, sce the

raph by John O'Halloran

urth issue of their
behind the scenes
newsletter Sailing
the Chyde, online at
‘www.inferadtion.
orgukisichtm, And there
is plenty of scope to
get involved at a wi
range of levels, from
general box carrier up.

s are

wrotted out from time
1o time, that of course sf
fanzines aren’t actually
about sf because.

course the kind of fans
who read and write for
ines don't actually

Pan Macmillan, publithers of Chinc
Mieville's The Scar fas

read sf any more and, yes, for some
within the community I'm sure it's frue
but it's a long way short of a universal
truth. There arc plenty of fine fanzines
thar pay little or no arrention to the
mother literature, at least on the
surface, but Emerald City is one of the
ones that does care about this skiffy
stuff and argues about it in an enga
and often provocative manner,

he fanzine is entirely written by
Cheryl and has appeared on a solid
monthly schedule since 1995, It exists
an paper copy if you happen to be at
a convention which also happens to
have Cheryl at ir, but otherwise it's
available from the Emerald City website
(wwwemdtcom which also has all the back
issues) or by email as a platn text file

The greater part of each issue is

devoted to book reviews and there's
a fairly thorough coverage of major
recent titles. Now before | get accused
of undermining my colleagues across
the way in another part of the BSFA
camp, I should stress that its cover
nothing like as comprehensive as that
of Vector, which shouldn't be surprising
as we're talking about something which
is all one person's work. But this brings
a certain freedom—Cheryl can cover
what she likes at whatever length seems.
appropriate (94 with a June date
carries a 3,000 word review of The Light
Ages. for instance)—and by presenting
such a concentrated dose of one
person's opi s it relatively
casy to build up a picture of Cheryl's
fastes and the extent to which these are
likely 1o mesh with your own.

Coverage
The other main area of coverage is the
and #95 looks at

convention scen:
the recent Westercon (a US n
convention, this held in
also at Construction. When it comes
to this side of the fanzine, Cheryl's
more inclined to be critical, suggesting
that she's either more picky about what

she reads and reviews than what she
attends or that her working definition

over sity years and you'd have thos
we'd have worked out how ro do it by
now, but no, we haven't, as Cheryl
tegularly points out. A small criticism,
though, s that I rather regret the fact
that (unlike most fanzines) Emerald
City doesn’t have a letter column. It
seems to me tha its full of the kind of
material that has the potential t
a lively debate. Bur that's Cheryl's call
Anybody reading Emerald Gity
regularly will quickly come to the
realisation that Cheryl is something
of a world traveller, bouncing
around berween the US, the UK and
Australia. And right now—he said,
groping for anather link, however
tenuous—two British fans are taking
part in the Going Under Fan Fund

will probably take in the national
convention (Natcon) in Canberra

Founded
GUFF was founded in 1979 and
every couple of years t
from Europe to Australia or vice versa
when, by tortuous manipulation of the
acronym, it becomes the Get Up-and.
over Fan Fund. This year's candidates
are Doug Bell and Par McMurray
and you can get a ballot form at
www ridindsoy om/g pdi o, if
you don't have net access, from the
European administrator Paul Kincaid
at 60 Bournemouth Road, Folkestone,
Kent CT19 SAZ. Votes must reach
the administrator by Monday, 10
November 2003 which currently seems
 away but act now 'cos it may
m like a long time bur, well, it is two
years to the Glasgow Worldcon... thar's

someone
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Once upon a time
in the Midlands

As Novacon prepares for its thirty-third outing, Steve Green takes a look at the history of
Britain's biggest annual, regional SF convention and looks forward to what might be on the
"menu" for this year's incarnation.

oocON SBE> Noow

would gather within isolated stone
rcles and worship the dying
embers of aurumn. Millennia later,
groups of British science fiction fans
can still be discovered, huddling in
hotel bars and marking the calendar's
twilight with their arcane rite of
“Novacon” (a corruption of the Old
English for “desperate fun”),

Tt may be quite difficult for
younger Matrix readers to imagine
the social wasteland offered by UK
fandom in the late 19605, a thin
scattering
of local
meetings
and one
major science
fiction event
cach Easter.
However,
1971 saw an
initiative from
Birmingham's
shortlived

In ancient times, primitive Britons

for a one-off
convention
in the nearby
Imperial Centre
Hotel, with
James White as
guest of honour
(He'd resume the role fourteen years
later, and the shore story
his memory was fittingly presented
during last year's closing ceremony,
following a touching speech by James”
teenage grand-daughter).

Flight
It proved t00 good an idea not to
take flight and plans for a second
Novacon (swiftly adopted by the
neighbouring Birmingham SF Group)
were in motion even before the first
had wound down. The chang:
ownership was fortuitous: while the
university group eventually dissolved,
the Brum Group rapidly established
itself as the UK's leading “formal”

ard in

gathering (ie. montchly gue
entrance fees, regular newsletters),
providing the fledgling “alternative
convention” with vital o
and financial stability

ganisational

As a result, Novacon became the
UK’s first annual regional event (as
opposed to the Eastercon, which
moved from city to city each year
= actually leaving England for the
first time in 1980). Turnout has
reflected the growth both in sfand
the fannish calendar, rising from the
initial 140+ through its
1984 peak of circa 550
(forcing the committee
to run an alternative
programme stream)
to the current level of
250-300.

Walsall
Most instalments
have been held
in Birmingham,
although venues in
Coventry, Malvern
and Solihull were
toyed with before
the whole shebang
relocated to
Walsall's Quality
Horel in 2001. Irs
instant popularity
- a combination
of centralised layout around the bar
and an uncommonly cooperative
management - has been reinforced

by frozen room rates, so a
further move is unlikely in
the near future

The first six Novacons
reflected their fannish
undercurrent by
alternating guest authors

Ken Slater, David Kyle),
while more recent
instalments ac
the science in
fiction (biologist Dr Jack
Cohen, mathematician
Prof lan Stewart, NASA
astronomer Dr Inge

H,

Otherwise, wich
rare exceptions (Anne

THE TAVERN AT THE ENp OF

McCaffrey, Harry Harrison
~ both Americans settled
in Eire), Novacon has
chosen its guests from the
ranks of British and Irish
writers, some veterans
of the field (Ted Tubb,
John Brunner, Ken
Bulmer), others still in
the throes of establishing
their reputation (Storm
Constantine, Graham
Joyce, Peter F Hamilton,
Geoff Hamilron). A

few brave souls have
even made a return
visit (Brian Aldiss, Bob
Shaw, Harry Harri
Tain Banks, James
White, Christopher
Priest).

Consummated
The third Novacon consummated its
links wich fanzine fandom with the
launch of the Nova Awards, initially
a juryjudged pat on the back for that
year's best fanzine but since expanded
both democratically (all Novacon
members are now eligible to vote,
provided they can exhibit a basic
familiarity with the field, a hurdle
which might improve the Hugos no

end) and themarically (there are
now three
statuettes:
best
tfanzine, fan
writer and
fan artist).

As
well as a
wha's who

Speculation,
Don West,

Ashley, David
Langford's
Tull Dhu,

NOVACON 24
gramme Book s

Sue Mason, Dave Bridges, Yvonne
Rowse's Barmaid, Dave Mooring,
Plotka — the st of winners also
proves an intriguing guide to the
everchanging tastes of their audience
Recent revisions in the rules have
meanwhile opened

1979,
Novacon
has also
promoted its

of chapbooks,
beginning
with Chris
Priest’s
The Making

of the Lesbian
Horse (its title
inspired by the
unfortunate
French
translation of The Inverted World),

Last year, lan McDonald entertained
members with a hefty extract from his
novelin-progress Cyberabad (the first
souvenir booklet to carry a “parental
guidance” warning)

This year's guest, Jon Courtenay
Grimwood, has already taken an
interest in the food on offer at the
post<on party (he's a former chef,
after all); perhaps this year’s volume
- the twenty-ifth - will be a cookery
book from one of the alternative
histories which drive the plots of such
novels as Pashazade and Felaheen?

Steadfast
So there you have: well into its fourth
decade, Novacon remains stead!
s ever. For full details of this year'
event (7-9 November at the Quality
Hortel, Walsall), che
at wwwnovaconorg.uk, e-mail Novacon
33 ac l5@zoom.co.uk or send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope 't 379
Myrtle Road, Sheffield, 2 3HQ. For
information on the Nova Awards,
email novaond3@yahoo.co.uk. For
information on the Birmingham SF
Group, go to www hsfg freeservers.com

fandoms17
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Return of The Ring

re four basic

Irraulun\ to the film of The Lord of

the Rings - given that the saga h
an enormous following, sold millions
of copies and is hated by a number of
literary critics and academics.

The purist knows the text well
and approves only a film treating the
story chronologically, using nearly
all Tolkien's dialogue, with limited
abridgement. The enthusiast, like
me, has been looking forward to the
live-action film ever since Bakshi
failed to make the second part fwenty
years ago. | am prepared to accept
the amalgamation and disappearance
of supporting characters, some new
dialogue (though not contemporary
slang such as: “Let's hunt some orc”)
and even new scenes. Prepared by sills
and trailers, T accept the appearance
of the characters and landscape as
approximating my vision.

Novice
The novice has read the book once,
or not at all, and enjoys the film as a
historical genre movie like The Vikings,
Braveheart, or Excalibur. He accepts
the costumes, heroic dialogue and
epic battles rather more than some
mainstrean critics accept the book
Some novices “came out” as Tolkien
virgins when reviewing Fellowship of
the Rings, for example David Ansen
in Newsweek: "1 didn’t know what
Middle-earth was... The movie works.
It has real passion, real emotion,
real terror...”; Nigel Andrews in The
Financial Times: "I refused to read all
those tomes about elves... After twenty

182feature

s 'W‘:éaimt The Lord of the

e Rings' (Matrix 160)

£ mow out'on DVD), Jessica Yates considers the varying

minutes | realised that Peter Jackson’
film... is... close to great film-making”s
and Jonathan Ross in The Minor:
“the film is fantastic... one of the best
fantasy films ever made... ['ve never
actually read either The Hobbit or The
Lord of the Rings."

Finally, we come to the untouchables

as Martin. If they read the

booL they didn't like it. They don't
like the films either,

Convert
I can't aim to convert Martin. But
the two films have done !r‘mcndnu\
box-office, indicating that there are
thousands of enthusiasts and novices,
some of whom, I dare say, have gone
at least twice to see them on the big
screen before buying the video/DVD
and the soundtrack. The book trilogy
also sold very well.
Now for some more
arguments. Mark Lawson recy
some hate mail from Tolkien fans
after criticising the film (and the
books, presumably) on television. (1
saw Newsnight Review, and thought
the line-up of two pro- and tw
anti- critics was fair.) Lawson
an, in The Guardian, to compare
readers’ expectations for Harry Potter
films and Captain Corelli’'s Mandalin
“This hostility to interpretation is
anti-cinematic. The point of view is to
rip up the words and reassemble them
as pictures which may - which should
- differ in key details.” Boyd Tonkin
added in the New Statesman; “Film
culture rreats hooks - its chief source
of narratives — with a scorn tempered

nt

by ancestor worship... homage ©
the source will vie with shameless
meddling.. tways used
and abused bool

On the other hand, the publicity
for the Harry Potter movies emphasised
their closeness to the books, and
how, unusually, the author had the
right of approval. This was what
the books' readers wanted, and the
straightforward narrative of the Porter
books seems to be relatively easy to
translate into a screenplay. More
than one-and-a-quarter million
video and DVD copics of HP1 were
sold on the first day of its release.
Lawson'’s views cut no ice with the
Harry Potter production team, nor, as
far as costume, landscape and acting
o, with the Tolkien film team. “These
films... are being made by the fans of
the hook, for the fans of the book!”
Peter Jackson said in the FOTR Insider
Guide, by Brian Sibley

Purists
As far as narrative goes
reported many times (see Sibley’s two
large books on the films’ making)
as saying they could nor film LOTR
straight from the book. “They made
a considered decision to change,
amend or ignore Tolkien's text”
(McKellen quored by Sibley). Yer
d enthusiasts alike will not
d if any of the big climactic
moments are drastically reworked or
even omitred, let alone if the new
scenes and dialogue ring false to our
idea of Tolkien’s original conception.
Here is Jackson's pledge in Sibley's

movies have

Jackson was

book: “we have really tried not o lose
anything we feel is key or important
to the books and why, almost without
exception, all those things that are
memorable and vivid from reading the
books are there in the movies.

Experience
Caring so much about fidelity is
a new experience for me: [ don’t
usually know a book so well as to
complain when the film Triverits
scenes. | approved of the dramatic
changes made to the plots of the
Heston SF movies Planet of the Apes
and Soylent Green; and even, as a softy,

preferred the remake of The Vanishing!
However, | approve of some, but not
all of Jackson's changes, and will now
analyse some of the main ones,
Martin complans of the *long,

A barsished Shet
even longer. If you know the ook
you will be surprised at the indecent

carching the ancient
history of the Ring. (Pedantic note:
why the naked torch and
Gondor's archives? Why is the vital
manuscript left carelessly on top of
other scrolls instead of being safe in 4
) And they Il be thrilled because
e 6yt Boeklsherey Berey s
en turned into a chase. Tolkien
was rather good at thinking up fresh
dangers and ambushes on the way
- yes, the Watcher in the Water was
Tolkien's idea

ndles in




Laccepted the amalgamation
of Arwen with Glorfindel before
the Flight to the Ford. However,
where Glorfindel set Frodo on his
horse and stayed behind to fight
the Black Riders, Arwen ca

Frodo, who is very weak, acr

Ford and defies the riders herself
In the book Frodo makes a last
effort to declare *By Elbereth and
Luthien the Fair, you shall h
neither the Ring nor me!” In the
film, Arwen defies the Riders: “If
you want him, come and claim
him", thus encouraging them to
cross the ford and to be trapped by
the flood created by elven magic.
This enhances Arwen's role at
Frodo's expense. This diminution
of Frodo's heroism continues:
in the snowy mountains there is
an invented scene where the ring
falls off Frodo's neck and Boromir
picks it i1p. Aragorn makes him
give it back. Frodo seems unable
t0 speak from shock. In The Tua
Towers, this pattern continues, The
powet of the ring weakens Frodo
much too soon, in my opinion.
My general opinion of The Two
Towers is positive: full marks for
the Tolkienian Rohirrim, Edoras,
Wormtongue, Theoden, the fight
with the Balrog, the return of
Gandalf, the portrayal of the Ents, the
orcs in chase and the siege of Helm’s
Deep. Wargamers too will enjoy
the details of the siege: the ladders,
“turtle” battering ram and explosives
The Oliphants were magnificent
- CGl of course, but in the middle
distance theycompletely fooled me:

Roughhouse
1approved of the roughhouse in
Theoden's hall; it was logical that
Wormtangue’s henchmen would try
to stop Gandalf reaching the king

1 also thought the warg attack was
logical, especially as the warg artack
in FOTR had been cut. Purists would
accept neither, Even enthusiasts
started to worry when Aragorn was
apparently killed and then rescued

- though the Appendix says that
“from afar she (Arwen) watched over
him in thought”. According to The
Tuwo Towers Photo Guide, which may
contain material that will be included
in the extened cut on DVD, Aragorn
sets Theodred's horse Brego free,

as his master is dead. Brego then
returns to nuzzle Aragorn back to
consciousness

My chief complaint about The
Two Towers reside in the three narrow
escapes and two wrong decisions
in the second half of the film. In
all these, Jackson maves away from
Tolkien to distort character and they
may have a knock-on effect in the
third film.

The Ents stand aside from the war,
and the hobbits trick Treebeard into
seeing the destruction of the trees
near Isengard. Treebeard would have
known about this - as he does in the
book. The film also shows Treebeard

and Gandalf together. Gandalf would

Lard of the Rings: No laughing mattet

not have left Fangorn Forest unless
he was sure that Treebeard would act
against Saruman. In book two, the
tide to lsengard nieeds only a small
force, as Gandalf knows that the Ents
have destroyed Saruman's power.

The remainder of my criticism
deals with the Frodo-Sam scenes
- apart from the portrayal of Gollum,
which is technically and dramatically
brilliant, a significant contribution to
the Oscar this year for visual effects.
Jackson said in Starburst: “Elijah can
register such subtle emotion on his
face... that I really loved doing close-
ups on him". I have no complaint
about Elijah having the right face for
Frodo, but time and again he is shown
85 passive and unable to act, After hie
has recruited Gollum, he falls into
a bog in the Dead Marshes - not in
the hook - and Gollum rescues him
Then Sam falls down a little cliff in
front of Mordor Gate - and Frodo
rescues him by using the-elf-clozks
~ lucky they work to make the hobbits
invisible as a boulder.

Pathetic
These pathetic escapades show Frodo
and Sam as too accident prone to be
entrusted with such a quest. In fact,
Frodo was more of a leader until he
fell prey to Shelob, Just before he
returns to the Shire he lists the three
wounds he received, due either to the
Ring's temptation or carelessness: “I
am wounided with knife sting and
tooth” - and that should be that!

In SFX Sibley wrote that Jackson
“understands that the heart of the
story is Frodo and Sam and the Ring”
and that is correct, but a little more
heroism from Frodo and a little less
protectiveness from Sam would have
been more Tolkienian.

Finally, Jackson has Faramir take
the wrang decision first, which leads
Frodo and Sam to Osgiliath and
another narrow escape. In the book
Frodo and Sam convince Faramir

to help them, before they leave the
cave In SFX, Jackson said he wanted
o surprise the audience so they
would keep “wondering what is going
to happen”. Certainly, many were
surprised - unless they read the Photo
Guide first! Faramir is convinced to
let Frodo go, by sceing the power

of the Ring tempting Frodo in the
presence of a Nazgul, possibly the
Witch-king. According to Cinefex, this
was adapted from Frodo secing the
Witch-king “on his way to Mordor”
(ie outside Minas Morgul. But in the
book, Frodo in hiding s tempted to
put on the Ring, but forces himself

o grasp Galadriel’s phial. In the film,
Sam drags him away and he draws the
sword on faithful Sam. Apart from
this distortion of the book, doesn’t
the Nazgul now know that the Ring
is in Osgiliath? In the book, Sauron
doesn't know that the ring is so clos
to Mordor. He thinks it will be taken

to Minas Tirith, if anything

Crificisms
These criticisms, obvious to those who
know the books, will go unnaticed
by the novices who may enjoy The
Tuo Towers even more for the extra
suspense they engender. But I'm
concerned whether the great moments
of The Retwrn of the King will be played
as Tolkien wrote them, from the
challenge of the Witch-king to the
Crack of Doom; and:then torthe Grey
Havens. Will I resist the temptation
to read the Photo Guide in advance
(if there is one)? Stills published so far
have been reassuring, especially Frodo
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holding up the star-glass. But given
the incredible attempt o recreate
the world of Middle-earth in the
minutest derail why tinker with
motivation?

Looking again through Marein's
critique, 1 find much of what
he writes purely subjective. For
example, he says that: *The struggle
at Helm's Deep is impressive but
too long” - considering it took nine
weeks of night shooting to film,
much in the rain, we owe these guys
half-an-hour of our time to watch
the work! All the major newspaper
Teviews were positive.

Poli

Just at the end of his review Martin
touches on Tolkien's politics.
Well, warlords who invade other

people’s countries and massacre
them are still, tragically, with us
today. We understand that Jackson
did not film “The S
Shire”, where the hobbits return
to find the Shire occupied by
Saruman's henchmen. However, it
was dramatised in the BBC radio
production. This contains scenes
relevant to Tolkien’s time and
since, which have been compared
to Hitler's occupation of Western
Europe. L also regret this. After all,
Tlave the films and want to see
the hobbits deal with the ruffians as
Tolkien described. I would also like to
read Martin's review of The Return of
the King, if he can force himself to see
it. If he still doesn't like it, [ am sure
he will be in a small minoriy!
* If anyone wants the dates of the artic
cited please contact Mark. Please note- zlm
that Jessica's original piece mnmmtd the
correct accents in every T ame, we
Qidet v rlme 10 eproduce hemm, Sorey:
Marfin replies: Jessica is perfectly
corect, my response fo LOTR is
purely subjective. | would regord with
suspicion anyone who claimed they
could review anything objectively. But
I'am happy to stand by my comments
and to justify them.
Jessica's piece rather confirms
my prejudice that these films were
primarlly made fo appeal o those
who already knew Tolkien's world and
wanted fo revelin . And this is why.
for me. these fiims fail.
They are nostalgic. They are
con&etvciwe. They are reverent.
of these qualities appeal
vt thogh (o oppreciote why
they appeal o oher
| can also Gppleome the
technical quality and the hard work
contained within the film without
granfing the fim-makers carfe
blanche. Having spent some fime on
film sets | can pretty confidently state
that all fims are hard work, but no
matter how hard people work, some:
films simply aren't very good. The
Helm's Deep sequence is a technical
marvel but is too long. It piles violent
image affer violent image unfil these
images stop having any impact or
meaning. Instead of increasing the
fension and drama it s dissipated.
1.om hoppy that these fims have
been a huge success - it s good for
the genre — but even though | may be
in a tiny minority, | stand by my view
that. os pieces of cinema divorced
from the mythology of fhe books,
these films do not deserve the praise
heaped upon them.
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Back Brain
Recorded

Martin Sketchley talks to Chris Reed, founder of Back Brain Recluse - one of the most
prestigious small press magazines in the UK — and organiser of the New SF Alliance/BBR
Catalogue, an invaluable resource for all those interested in the small press in this country

and abroad.

ationed in the last Iron
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re's a wave of

rs and artists

yment

vnui subtedly the NSF \ BBR Cata:
loy hris Ree

965 in Surre

Reed

mall press m

pr
Back Brain Recluse (BBR) in 1984
while still ar school and quickly

hecame dubbed “the angry
In the 1993
American Readercon
convention, BBR was named Best
Fiction Magazine. BBR #24: Angel
Body and Other Magic for the Soul, was
recently published.

Comprised of more than 1,700
small press books and magazines
from over 100 different publishers
from all over the world, the NSFA,
BBR Catalogue is updated weekly
the whole spectrum of

man of the small press

awards of thy

It cove:

sub-genre material, from novels
through to short ficti

and even “how-to" books offering

n, poetry

guidance for those who want it. The
new arrivals ar the time of writing

were New York Review of Scienc
Fiction # 176, the evocatively titled
Gobshite Qua
and The Third

Wondering

erly #2, Crimeway
Alternative #34

how Chris finds

\
all this and have a life
like

Tasked him a few que
how did this BBR/NSFA thir
started in the first place
bout at the Icor

like that. It

Somethin

QO'Dane

worked really well, and right, there is a high rurnover in
that pool s c the small p dmits Reed. 'Of

in other cor sur mutual the six magazines that founded the
benefit, such as advertising and NSFA - Auguries, BBR, Dream, N
distribution. It was out of that the SF, The Scunner and Waorks - s
NSFA Catalogue v born.” the one still active, and ev

I pointed out that | was a bit then only s ically.” So are their
uncertain whether it's officially peaks and troughs in the number

the NSFA Caralogue, or the BBR »f magazines out there? "Well, not
Catalogue; as it turns out, it's
both. ‘The BBR Catalogue was
set up to focus on the titles th
we (BBR) import from the
Australia and elsewhere,

exactly peaks and tre
plenty
the ranks. The current stalwarts are

of others comir

Scheherazade, which has reached 24
es <o far, The

now up to 34 issues

Third Alternative
and Roadworks,
which is currently on issue 15
Vibrant

Having not been

says R

«mph copy service for
the UK-based m
the co-operative
there much difference?
I asked. "We did keep
BBR and NSFA
Catalogues as two
distinct printed

ines in

involved in the small
press for a long time
myself, 1 wondered
what the UK scene is
like at the moment
back in the mid-90s
“It's pr .
affirms,

versions, but now

that we just run the
wehsite there's little

to distinguish between
the two, which is why we've

ty vibrant,’
‘Andy Cox is
doing an{ stuff at

combined them in TTA Press, and
a single darabase
0 Ben Jeapes was very
SRR active at Big Engine
Come and go before he decided to

call it a day. Overall

though, 1'd suggest

that there's
decline over the past few years.'

1 pointed ou that
lots of small press
been a general.

magazines come and go; I subscribe

to several in the mid-90s and

only one or two published further Were there any particular reasons
editions after that. | wondered for that? | asked. ‘I'd atribute it
if there are any stalwars. “You're mostly to the rise of the Internet

URLs of relevance to this issue
— hitp://wwwyellowbrickrood ie/albedo/
— it/ /s bbr—anline.com/catologue/wekome shiml

— hittp:/Jwww.nyrst.comy

— hitp://www.shez fsnet 0.uk

— hittp://www bbr—online_com/nailed/index. htm|
legend.co uk/index] htm
— hitp://www Mapress.com/

and the ease with which people
can now build websites from their
home PCs - web publishing today
is rather like the deskrop publishing
of the 1990s, and |
owth area on the

Internet

nt. The Internet gives people
so much more flexibility
formar, and

ninin
stump
« printing

tween runni

ping

and you

Boilfing s wels
tr ul»\n nal typescrir
DF format.

1 wondered
if the number
of subscribers
varies much. 'l
can't speak for
the individual
publishers in

B8R Catabgue

terms of their
subscriber base,
but from our
perspective we
have a pretty
consistent
number of
people taking
rders

publications
particularly
important!
Altematite figures hi

“The Thir

Review ion are all very

reliable sellers

Business

H‘l\ Cai wL gue’s what

y hobby,' states

ney out of

f fortunate d




occasions where

my hobby's been

a definite door-

opener." Like

what? 1 enquired.

“Well, my degree's

in Spanish, but it

was having Back

Brain Recluse on

my CV that got me

my first job after

graduation, writing,

editing and laying

out the Sheffield

University in-house

newsletter. The BBR

Catalogue itself is

another example:

it may not be a money-spinner
selling magazines that only costa
few pounds each, but when exactly
the same infrastructure is applied
to the books that we represent

for a number of small academic
publishers, which sell for thirty or
forty pounds, the figures become a
lot more interesting!”

Time
But it must take up a lot of valuable
time, right? "When you're your own
boss there's always the sense that every
second counts, especially when the
boundary between work and hobby is
so blurred. I've managed to automate
a lot of the repetitive tasks involved
in processing orders and maintaining
the catalogue - a new issue of a
S given magazine is
automarically allocared
w people with standing
orders, for example, and
the caralogue web pag
may be static, but they're
automatically updated
by the stock control
database, and so on."
Tasked about the
website itself. “The focus
s still firmly on the
original goal of providing
an effective shop window
for small publishers.
The whole catalogue
is fully searchable by
subject category, author,
publisher, country of
origin, and key words. I'm
particularly pleased with
the author search, because it not
only lists the books by a particular
author, but also their anthology and
magazine appearances: if you're a
Brian Stableford fan, it'll not only
list his Swan Songs book from Big
Engine, but also his short stories
in magazines like Albedo I and
Scheherazade, and his critical pieces
in New York Review of Science Fiction.
1 wondered if the majority of
Reed's customers now come via
the internet rather than post Yes,
I'd say i's true that all our new
customers come through the website
now, either directly or as a result of
referrals by the publishers we carry.
When we did a printed catalogue

or flyer, we were only
ever able to promote a
subset of all the titles
we carried, usually the
mOst recent ones to
come into stock, so
sales would be skewed
that way. Now, because
everything's accessible
through the website,
we're selling many

magazines going back

to when we first

set up the NSFA in

1989, we get a lot of collectors

and completists coming through
picking up the ‘hefore-they-were-
famous' small press appearances of
their favourite best-selling authors.
The other effect of the internet
presence is that we're getting an
increasing number of applications
from publishers wanting to join the
catalogue. Many of them have heard
about us from publishers we're
already dealing with, which is great!
We'll consider pretry much anything
within the SF/F/H field - our only
criteria is whether we can be an
effective outlet for their titles.

Importance

Given the importance of the small
press as a testing ground for new
writers trying to hone their skills, T
asked whether anyone particularly
stuck in Reed's mind as having
gone on to, well, play with the big
boys. ‘Neal Asher’s an obvious
example, he says. ‘I saw him feature
heavily in a full-page ad for Tor
in an American magazine recently
- it's great to sce him doing so well.
Others that come to mind include
Stephen Baxter, Peter F. Hamilton,
Jeff VanderMeer, Paul Di Filippo

but going back a few years, my
favourite success story has to be the
horror writer Simon Clark - we
published his debut short story
collection Blood and Grit in 1990,
and it was apparently instrumental
in landing Simon his first pro
contract with Hodder & Stoughton.
There's been no looking back for him
since, his eleventh novel ~ Vampyrrhic
Rites - was published in July.

So, with such a rich and diverse
heritage, why not delve into the

and mysterious world of the

UK’s small press scene by visiting the
BBR website? They're bound to have
something to suit your taste...




Looking for
Alternatives?

Roderick Gladwish takes a look at the latest SF magazines.

e Third Altemative is an out-
standing may e that leaves
me with a dilemma. All of it is

especially the writing, but |
don't like the fiction. Themes of mis

excel

ery, urban decay, wasted lives, creeping
madness or
s people pray it i, are hard for me to
read. T've given up on some of the sto-
ies becase they reach the limit of my
acity to cope with these themes.
In lssue 34, Finisterre by Patrick
Samphire explored loss and redemption
with a twist on alternate worlds. The
Legality of Dreams by Alan Wall, with
an accompanying interview, was on
harnessing dreams. Li Ketsuwan by
Eric Brown on Thai witcheraft. Babies,
by Leslic What, samgles the loveless
marriage of a pregnant woman with a
strange obsession. New Life by James
bout a speed bump - or
maybe not. Don't Touch the Blackouts
by Paul Meloy examines grief. In the
Darkening Green by Mike O'Dricoll is
set in a children's home that doesn’t

ality not being as solid

produce model citizens

Every illustration is striking and
the non-fiction is illuminating
lnlcr\lw~ discuss a life’s work and

ctric Darkness explores
film, noe Flollywosd blocktrssers
but movies with brains. There are
in-depth reviews of major talents in
each issue, Alejandro Jodorowsky in
issue 34. Previously, they have covered
Alan Moore, Brian De Palma and the
Cohen brothers. Japan's Dark Lanterns
examines the undercurrents hidden by
the orderly facade of Japan.

In the recent run of issues there
have been guest editorials, recently M
John Harrison (issue 33) and Muriel
Gray (issue 34). Harrison took a view

on Fantasy. Gray argued that art is a
side effcct to mankind’s develc
skills to develop technology

Left to last is The Dodo has Landed
by Allen Ashley. He takes apart a
subject with wry observarion. The
BBC's Big Read was the target, leading
to reading for pleasure. That's where
1 have my problem with The Third
Alternative; everything is quality, but the
fiction is no pleasure for me.

The Statue of Liberry is alive and
well and living ar the Quantum Muse
homepage. At least, thar's what |

thought of the Rubenesque lady with
shades and a starry
first saw her a year a
the eponyn
monthly, is dynamic with a self-
effacing humour. The July editorial
cheers on Burt Rutan of Scaled

competitor whose planc-launched

rocket is undergoing flight tests, hoping

that cheap spacecraft will take us
further than expensive and complex
national launchers. They also share
their recommended reading list, which
anges from Transdimensional Blues and
of the Cthulhu Mythos to Photashop
5.5 Classroom in & Book and HTML 4
For the World Wide Web.
Fiction ts divided into
Fantasy and Alternative w
four stories in July. Under Sci-Fi
were Restart and Pod Three. Von
Kraemer's Restart is an audio diary
by a patient with pancreatic cancer
offered a life-saving treatment
life-changing side effect. Giv
definite speaking style was good. The
character's lfe choices seemed against
type, but he had changed. Pod Three
by Justin Stanchficld was space opera
about prejudice and how courage can
overcome small mindedness. In the
Fantasy comer was Me and Pedro by
Steve Bomkamp, a dream transcribed
Able to sit unabashed in The Thind

Altemative stable, under Alternative,

Contacts

UK mbscnptlam TTA

Martins Lane, Witcham, Ely, Clmh
CB6 2LB

US subscriptions: TTA Press, 360W.
76th Ave, #H, Anchorage, AK 99518

an X-prize

222pulpitations

Composites

was Duet, by Alan Walsh. This began
with a mentally uncomfortable taxi
ride and descended into a brutal other
world. The stories are not illy
but there is an Artwork sectic

containing a gallery of selected artises
There are also mugs and T-shirts to
buy with the curvy muse on them.

Forward and bright, these people
are buskers. And to prove it, cach page
has a cup for accepting donations
Gsplit equally between publishers and
contributors). Visit the site and if you
like it drop a coin in the cup or buy
their print anthology Quantim Musings

Andromeda Spacewus Inflight
Magasine is a bimonthly
magazine with lots of stories for
your money. Contradicting their
clyim of being the pulpiest magazine
in Australia, the tales follow the
traditional thoughtful SF route: idea
and effect. Don't expect his
insight into the human ¢
Andromeda Spaceways Il
focuses on good yarns. The
impression that the editorial staff
enjoy themselves. Throughout there is
humour. And many of the stories and
poems go for the laugh. Most stories
are short and, although some flag
end before getting two weak

A Plea for Help by Kevin MacLean

wtor
ndition,
Magazine

they

inflight licerature. Father Figure by
Byron Merrirt is a child",
of something sinister
Books by Melissa Yaun-Innes was
a tale of a bookshop that loves
owner who loves books., a personal
favourite hecause | love books and
bookshops. The Deso

Haynes is fantasy coms

tor by Simon

constellation and a red
The Kaludashi Covenant by Geoffrey
Maloney explores an uneasy symbiotic
relationship between humans and
aliens. We need their tech while they
need our language skills. The Stars
Like Candles by Dirk Flinhart uses a
Hollywood Alien but in a good way
Blindside by Venus in the House of Mars
was space opera that ended predictably
Tasters are available on their website
(www.ondromedospoceways com). Every
magazine clams it wants to bring on
new talent, bur this is the first I've seen
that runs a competition for under 21s.
If nothing else gers you inferested you
get a badge for subscribing.
After asking where the upbeat
SF poetry was, I've been told that
it is out there and some of it is
on the Dark Planer website (hitp
/darkplanet basespace.net/) o hiatus since
2001

astrong

endl
real pleasure in the )wmey.
Norfiction includes

hmm;gmammmm
batch of reviews
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Early and often

Let that be your maxim for nominations in the BSFA Awards, advises Claire Brialey. She wants
to know what you loved in science fiction and fantasy this year, and she wants to know now.
With the deadline for nominations creeping up, don't leave it too late to have your say about
what should be on the shortlist.

elloooo? Is there anyone fiction or fantasy, up to and including ~ (including Council and committee  magazines around and Martin

H[hmv novellas, first published in 2003 (ina  members) of the BSFA are generally  Sketchley is pointing you towards
AsT'm writing this, its  magazine, in a book, or online). eligible for the awards, bucanything  interesting web sites, featuring sfnal

only been about three weeks since « The Best Artwork award is open published by the BSFA (whetherin  short fiction and non-fiction alike.
Matrix #162 arrived in the UK, s it’s  to any single image of science fiction  book form or in one of the magazines)  This makes me return again to the
not too surprising that no one has et or fantasy artwork that first appeared  is not. question about quality: could it really
rushed to answer the questions about  in 2003 Questions be the case that there's less good stuff
the awards [ asked last time. By the * The Best Non-Fiction award is ¥ around in these categories! Or do
time you reccive this issuc, however,  open to any single plece of critical Lhave e other guealie f“’f ; peapleapply bighes standasis o it
I'm confident you'll have read the writing about science fction or fantasy  J3 00 (Lenjust o “‘F"v;; o ). and thus hold back from nominating?
previous magazine cover to cover and  that was first published in 2003, henominatlons repeived S0 F A Isthere a time lag between when new
will be poised o write in o ell me  (This would include a evieworan  Predominandy for ;“‘ novel "“: he  Peces become available and when
what you think about the awards, article in a magazine or journal, on ;mo:ﬁ; f‘-s :'l‘hal‘“ls:f‘;‘l"‘i dz :‘: ", people actually read them? Or could i,

maybe, just possibly, indicate that you

what they should represent, and what  paper or online, an essay included
just haven't got round to nominating

should beceligible for them. Don'tlet.  in an anthology or collertion; ora 100k likea preuy good year,

But nominations for both the

&
me stop you. And you can send me book-length work.) o R yet!
some nominations at the same time. Nomi !
ominate awards have only just begun to come

Deadline And you can nominate as many pieces  in, and this makes me wonder about A hot summer still lies ahead as T
By that time, of course, the 31 January ~ as you like in any category provided  whether most people now read new  write, followed by the joyous prospect
2004 deadline for nominations for  that you're a member of the BSFA.  short fiction or non-fiction writing o autumn, winer holidays and the
2003 will be creeping inexorably If you're not a member of the BSFA,  about sf. I also wondered whether i’s  nominations deadline of 31 January
closer, which brings me to this issue’s  I'm delighted that you're reading our ot perceived to be easily accessible,  2004. What better ways could you
questions. These are relatively casy, ~ magazine and can only urge youto although that seems unlikely: for spend the time than by reading,
but they are kind of fundamental tojoin now: you getall the publications  instance, in virtually every issue of  thinking, and nominating science
the whole exercise: Have you read and the chance to nominate for the  Matrix Roderick Gladwish is telling ~ fiction?

any good science fiction novels this  BSFA awards... Works by members _you about some of the variery of
year, or any good shorter sf? Have you ) §
read a good piece of writing about
science fiction, or seen a good piece of
sfnal artwork? I so, are you going to
nominate any of these works for the
BSFA awards!

At about this stage of the
nominations process, the ( i i
administrator usually faces the * Pattem Recognition - Wi ! ~ T .
prospect of falling into gloomy reveries i 3 | Goodhn ollin: WILLIAM gIBS
not just about your answers but about
the consequences: if you haven't come
across anything you wanit to nominate
for the awards, is that because there
isn't currently enough sf in your life o
because thee isn't much around that's
very good? (Either of which could be
rather unfortunate) And if you've
seen loads of good stuff but haven't
nominated anything for the awards,
is it because you care about the sf but
not the awards themselves? Think
aboutit. And then tell me,

It may be, of course, that you're

cewe: . > 3
aunsursvbacyo e sl 3 Sodiyle bl e o e Ao
nominate or whether you're allowed n 3 e
to nominate anything. So, to clarify k f ol Wil ,hwﬁ'm ot
* The Best Novel award is open to > kS y E S on Iv Bah! - Marti

e, a

any novel-length work of science
fiction or fantasy first published in
the UK in 2003. (Serialised novels are
cligible provided that the publication
dae of the concluding part is in
2003.) Mafrix #1

The Best Short Fiction award is pesmlws nominated Mo fem If you liked sure you |

open to any shorter work of science you liked don't appear on this list at all, you know what you have to do...

B B ~ BSFA Updates23
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Ireland’s favourite
Irish books

Padraig © Méaldid takes a look at BBC Northern Ireland's version of The Big Read and
discovers that their favourite Irish book is the tale of a man's love for his bicycle and the
wonders of omnium. If you haven't read The Third Policeman, you're missing out.

n March this year, the BBC an-
Im-lmu\l that it was going to try

to discover the nation's favourite
book. Members of the public would
vote for their favourite novel (rather

than play, or short story collection,

thereby immediarely narrowing the
parameters) in a variety of ways. The
notion of which nation was to vote

med a lirtle blurred, too,

and

my own
Rankin's The By
k), withi

despite patently not being
glish- Scorish- or
ather an Irishman

n, anyway

t seems, as the drop down menu for

the admirredly volun

location had Scotland

to mention a f

too. Not only that, but (Iun was only
a period of two weeks in the middle of
April allocated for people to vore in

Arguments
Other arguments would arise when
they announced their list, with
uticns o why Tolkien's Lord of
as well as Philip Pullman's
His Dok Materials only got one
entry, while the Hamy Potter books
got individual listings. However, it
all came and went, and the BBC
announced its top 100 in alphabetical
order, and will reveal the top 2
smetime in the

to get the “
reading again. This
is to be achieved

by people watching
mare television
programmes about
books, apparently
However, while
all this was going on,
the BBC's Northern
Ireland service
decided to run their

own poll, on their section of the

BBC's website, to find out what thar

243books

youth, having grown up a few doars

particular an insight

into the

corner of
the UK

though

private lives

of write

was its the same! In
favourite any case, lan
book, and a friend of
Irish book mine, and |

at that, as always loved

that was his Desolation
specifically
what

they said

the time. It
was only at
some later

stage that

advertised I went v

never have a log
having at the BBC
been Nl site to

see if they'd
tabulated
the votes. [

mentioned
on the
BBC NI
TV service,
and would

found that
they were still

Flann OBrien’s The Third Policeman. The best Irish taking votes,
novel of all time and voted the most popular.
escaped
my notice if not for an email note
from Belfast SF writer lan McDonald
to the Queen’s University Belfast
ciety, which got reproduced
elsewhere, and eventually made its
way to me (and which 1 subsequently
forwarded on to others via my

are. What w
though, was that they had
listed all the votes on the

along with the names
of the voters, and their
comments. Intrigued, l

sie,

handy-dandy ele
newsletter, Irish
ubscribe now at

voted for, and to see who

irshsinews @yahoo .0k ). o
Touting Before | get on to the
s short, lan w vote uld point

of July as I write, is
still absolutely tiny as
far as these things

and is only 207, so all

than Colin Bateman,

and was offe

in the University bar
if he suce

the conclusions | draw should be seen
ed in

doing so. This has
to do with the fact
that Bareman used
to play football in
their garden in his

bear hat in mind. So, on to a little
number crunching
There were, as | said, 207 vores in

all, up to now. Thes
104 titles by 67 authors,
those titles getting only one vote cach
A rigorous examination of the votes

away, Isn't it always ineresting to gt would probably eliminate a number of

the entries, too, as Brendan Behan's
Borstal Boy and Peig Sayers” truly awful
dirge, Peig, arc definitely autobiograph-
ical, with the latter being in the Irish
language, and at one time the bane

of every lrish schoolgoer's life. Also,
things like William Carlton’s Traits
and Stories of the Ir ,.n asantry, which is
s The

i which a play
cigible, bur the

exclusion doesn't materially affec

non-fiction, and 'Casey

low of a G

aren’t inclu

outcome in any way, and comn
them here serves lirte other purp
than «

help me achieve my allorted
nore th
voted for
same time), and look at

count. Once we
wellze the s ple who
books at th
the rest
utright lead:

€ votes, we can see a few

Wish

¢ his wish, coming ir

with M;

lan McDonald g
joine fifth, alc

Binchy,

with a total of nine s, thereby
he: eman by one
vote. He does even better when we

get to votes for individual books, with
lan's Desolution Road getting six votes,
while Bateman’s best effort is Divorcing
Jack, which got three votes. So, pints in
Queen’s for all it seems (or
at least some,
as the names
of the voters

neither for him
nor for anyone
clse).

Further up

the list, we
Frank McCourt,
all but one

Dad

who
of them for his Angela's Ashes, and
Roddy Doyle, getting vores for various

got eleven  vote

things, to James Joyce, who polls a very
ereditable seventeen vores to get into
second place, with cight of these being

es, or Useless, as it is occasion

all referred to by the more frivolous
elements of the Irish book trade



[Hiss. It's my favourite novel, Irish,

mainstream or otherwise — Mark.]
However, the writer chosen as

the greatest Irish

writer, and unde-

niably rightly so,

is the late grear

Flann O'Brien,

perhaps the most

underrated writer

this country has

ever produced.

Flann scorcs

fwenty-six votes

alrogether, which

more or less exactly

one cighth of the

otal votes cast. Four

of these are for his

first novel, At Swim

Two Birds, an experi-

mental novel with

several beginnings

and endings, and

being about a wrirer

writing a book about awriter

writing a book, and what the charac

ters of these books get up to when the

writer fellows are not using them.
Eight of the voes were for his

Irish language book, An Béal Bocht,

translated into

English as The

Poar Mouth, which

is borh a parody

of the kind of

catalogues of aw-

amination of the erotic possibilit
of the relationship berween a man
and his bicycle.
Tris endlessly

the plain people
of Ireland. The

sadness of all this

1967, the year
after O'Brien's
death from
cancer, having
been rejected

enough remains to b
nally wanted to write about the votes
that genre itles got in this, and also
ta compare the votes here with what
made it into the broader version, as
announced on the TV. However, with
local Northern Irish

fulness that were ARTENI IR | o fnc something

being produced as

supposed true- O w about it all.

in rural Ireland, EGinC
and a very funny

fantasy tale of a

land where schol-

ars from Dublin

can mistake the

grunting of pigs

for the Irish

language, where

whisky runs down

the mountains

in streams, and

where the only

English that the natives need to know
is ‘Boots, Sur!’to allow them
purchase foorwear to go working on
the buildiny i

Policeman
Most of Flann's votes,
though, go to The
Third Policeman, which,
at fourteen voes, is
the clear leader. The

OLTER

meaningful to say

Fowl
Perhaps the only
other author worth
mentioning in
this regard is Eoin
Colfer, whose
Artemis Fowl got 5
votes. Of the four
Irish books that
made it to the main
top 100 list, only
two of them got
any votes in this,
which are Colfer’s Artemis Fowl, and,
inevitabliy Joyce's Ulpses: Theother
w0 to make it tothe top 100 are
Robert Tressell's The Ragged Trousered
Philanhropists, and C.S Lewis' The

Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.
Notonlywas
Lewis a native
of Belfust, but
lan McDonald,

when he was a

-
Thind Bolicemai xwny Of 5tar amall bo, lived i
S

favourite Irish novel,
Tandmiie; whydi

we never get to read
that at school? Bloody
Chaucer! - Mastin]

things, a murder
story, a satire on the

setin a singular
sort of cternity,
and a touching
and alarmin

a house built in
the back garden of
what had been C

Which just goes
to show what a very
small world it

Dublin later this
month. Check out
wwwslovobooks.com

bookss25
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Conventional news

I've just paid for my first ever convention. I'm going to Interaction in August 2005. You will all
be nice to me, won't you2 Anyway, | might sneak into a few smaller ones in advance, just to
check out what it is all about. Look out for me, I'll be the short, fat one.

7-8 Sep 03 Phoenix Con (P-CON)

Ashling Hotel, Parkgate St, Dublin 8 Registration: £20 (€30), €35
at door; €10 supp. Contact: Yellow Brick Road, 8 Bachelors Walk,
Dublin 1, Ireland. Website: wawslovobooks com/phoenix

4 October 03 NewCon2

d der, 1 Ladys Lane, North NNI1 3AH 11.00 am o
6.00 pm NewCon2 will have a single-track programme featuring a
talk by Stephen Baxter, interviews with Dominic Harman and Ben
Jeapes, panels, etc. Membership: £8 (or £5 students & unwaged)
in advance; £9 (or £5) on the door. Cheques made payable to
“Northampton SF Writers Group” to lan Purscy 16 Albany Road,
Nortt NNI1 5LZ. i vk. An art show
featuring the work of Dominic Harman will be displayed in the
Roadmender gallery for the month leading up to NewCon2.

10-12 Oct 03 Grissecon 1 (Wraeththu)

Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford. GoH: Storm Constantine. £40
reg to 30 Dec 02, £50 to 31 Aug 03 (booking closes). Contact 6 St
Leonards Ave, Stafford, ST17 4LT.

24-6 Oct 03 They Came And Shaved Us
Fairways Hotel, Dundalk, Co. Louth, Ireland. £35/€55 Sterling
to 13a Bridge Rd, Uxbridge, Middlesex, UBS 2QW; punts/Euro
to 123 Carnlough Rd, Cabra West, Dublin 7, Ireland. Master of
ceremonies: Robert Rankin. Website: www.theycameandshavedus.com

30 Oct - 2 Nov 03 World Fantasy Con.

29th WFC takes place in Washington DC, Oct 30 - Nov 2 2003.
Guests of Honor - Brian Lumley, Jack Williamson (in absentia,
probably), W Paul Ganley, Allen Koszowski; master of ceremonies
Doug Winter. Reg $120 till July 31, then $150. World Fantasy
Convention 2003, 7113 Wayne Drive, Annandalc VA 22003~
1734, USA; i

31 Oct - 2 Nov Armadacon 15
Copthorne Hotel, Plymouth. Contact 88 Knighton Rd, St Judes,
Plymouth. Phone 0780 1492114.

7-9 Nov 03 Novacon 33

Quality Horel, Walsall. €35 Contact 379 Myrtle Rd, Sheffield,
$2 3HQ. Guest of Honour: Jon Courtney Grimwood. Email:
1l5@zoom.co.uk Website: www.novacon.org.uk/2003/index him

262conventions

14-16 Nov Alternate Universe

Thistle London Heathrow Hotel. Jr Bourne (SG-1), Peter Stebbings

(Jeremiah), Andrea Thompson (Babylon 5) Sarah Douglas (SG-1,

Superman). Brian Aldiss (running a writers workshop). £125 *VIP'

class, £85 weekend, £40 Friday only. Contact Level 3 Conventions,

nn Vn'gxma ‘Way, Reading, Berks RG30 3QR. 0118 967 5739. Web:
fions.co.uk Email: i 13 ok

21-23 2003 F Y 2003

The British Fantasy Society presents FANTASYCON 2003 at the
Tillington Hall Hotel, Stafford (wwwiillingtonhall.co.uk) Registration:
£45 for BFS members and students, or £50 for non-members

to 31st August 2003, £55 for BFS members and students, or £60
for non-members thereafter. Cheques to be made payable to
Fantasycon. Guests of Honour Christopher Fowler and Catherine
Fisher (more to be announced). Further details and booking forms
can be obtained by sending an SAE to FantasyCon 2003, Beech
House, Chapel Lane, Moulton, Cheshire CW9 8PQ or email
feon@britishfantosysociety.org.uk

20-23 August 04 Discworld Convention IV

To be held at the Hanover International Horel, Hinckley,
Lei hire. Guests to be d. Website: www.dy

2-6 Sep 04 4 (62nd W )
Boston, Mass. Guest of Honour: Terry Pratchett, William Tenn,
(fan) Jack Speer and Peter Weston. $120 reg (kids $85), $85 supp
conversion, $35 supp. Mastercard and Visa accepted. Contact PO
Box 1010, Framingham, MA 01701, USA.

4-8 Aug 05 ion (63rd World

SHITERASTHEN

The 63rd World Science Fiction Convention
4-8 August 2005, Glasgow
Glasgow, UK. Guests of Honour,: Greg Pickersgill,
Christopher Priest, Robert Sheckley, Lars-Olov
Strandberg, Jane Yolen. £75 attending, £30 supporting.
Contact Interaction, 379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, South Yorkshire,
S2 SHQ, UK, www.interaction.worldcon.org.uk. info@interaction.worldcon.org.uk

Books and magazines for sale

Recent donations and beqguests mean that
the Science Fiction Foundation has 100s of
sf/fantasybooks and magatzines for sale.
Income from this goes to support the work
of the Foundation, including its sf library
at Liverpool. For further details look at
the website ot hitp://wwwlivocuk/~asawyer/
sale html or contact Andy Sawyer,
Special Collections and Archives,
University of Liverpool Library, PO

Box 123, Liverpool Lé9 3DA, UK (email
asowyer@livocuk).
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Beeblebear’s picnic

It's

Basingstoke

Genesis SF Club

Meers Every four weeks on Thursday, starts
7:30pm The Hop Leaf, Church Street,
Basingstoke RG21 7QQ

Contace: Mark Sinclair

geness@rovanion demon 0.0k

Web: wwgenesis-sLorg ok

Belfast

Belfase Scence Fiction Group.

Meets Alrernare Thursdays, starting at 8:00pm
The Monico Bars, Lombard Streer, Belfast

BT1 IRB

Contact: Eugene Doherty linmon@technologist om
Web: members fortunedy.c k/finman/moicahim

Birmingham

Birmingham Science Fiction Growf

Meets 2nd Friday, starting at 7:45pm The Old
Joint Stock, Temple Row, Birmingham B2 SNY
Contact: Vernon Brown (no contact details
known)

Webs by reseners om

Birmingham
The Black Lo

Meets 2nd Tuesday, 8:30pm The Hogshead,
Newhall Street, Birmingham B3 3PU
Contact: Steve Green ghastwords@pahoo 0.0k

Cambridge

Cambridge SF Group

Meets 2nd Monday, starting at 7:00pm The
Cambridge Blue, Gwydir Street, Cambridge
CB12LG

Contact: Austin Benson austin@ocm.org

Colchester

Colchester SF,/F/Harvor Group

Meets 3rd Sarurday, starting at 12:30pm The
Playhouse pub, St. John's Street, Colchester

Contact: Des Lewis (01255 812119)

Croydon

Croydon SF Group

Meets 2nd Tuesday, ac 8:00pm The Dog and
Bull, Surrey Strect, Croydon CRO 1RG

onteact RbbereNewmani (020 8686 6800)

I The Galaxy fan club, ZZ9,

gathered in London’s St
James' Park on Saturday 26 July
for the Becblebear's Picnic. Alex
MeLintock reports:

notoften that a bunch of
science fiction fans get “out-
weirded” by a bunch of mundanes
but the annual 729 Beeblebear's
picnic clashed with the annual
Gay Pride march through London
culminating in a pop concert in
Hyde Park. You'd think it was the
annual Costumers' Pride march
with the outrageous clothes seen
throughout the day.

Hyde Park was closed off for
the pop concert, but we were
lucky to have picked the nearby
StJames’
the empry bandstand. It didn’t
stay empry for long. A Brass
Band turned up and played at
the gathering hordes, until the
rain started and drove everyone
away. (I don' think it was deliberate but
the band played a few themes from scidfi

flicks which warmed us to them.)
Needless to say we retired to a pub

Hitchhikers Guide To 129rs m‘t&n Stitimes’ Park and (inset leH) a Beeblebear

Park for our picnic by

- the Wetherspoons opposite London
Circle excmeet the Silver Cross. Disaster
(for some) the pub didn't serve real ale so
the group was split in half and eventually
we remerged entirely in the back of the

mutterings about those most vocal in
bad-mouthing the Silver Cross also being
instrumental in us returning there for
one night only.

Didcot

Mees 2nd Wednesdy stingat T30pm The
Ladygrove, Cow Lane, Did

Gontce Nigel and Sibine Fusloog
urlong32@aolcom

Dublin

Dublin Sci-Fi Club

Meets 1t Tuesday, starting at 8:00pm Upstairs
bar in Bowes Pub, Fleet Street, Dublin 2
Contact: Frank Darcy sivb@lostarpork om
Webs: wwnlostarpork om/skdubl

Edinburgh
FORTH
Meets Every Tuesday, at 9:00pm The Doric

Tavern, Market Street, Edinburgh EH1 1DE
Contact: Jim Darroch o_ad@smolnet

Edinburgh

Meeting in K. Jackson's

Meets Every Thursday, starting at 8:30pm K.

Jackson's pub, Lady Lawson Street, Edinburgh
W

Contact: Charlie Stross tharlie@antipope.org

Hull

Hull SF Group

Meets 2nd and 4th Toesday, 8:00pm The New
Clarence, Chales Sreet, Hull HU2 SDE
Contact: Mike Cross mike@nidh demon o ok
Web: wwwmikah demoncookullthim

Leicester
The Outlanders: The Leicester Seience Ficton,
Fantasy and Homror Group

Meets Ist Friday, starting ac 8:00pm The Globe,
u

Silver Street, Leicester LE1 SEI
Contact: Mark E. Corterill
theoutlanders@hotmailcom

Web: wwoullandersfnel.o.uk

London

229 Plural Z Alpha - the Official Hirchhiker's
Giuide to the Galaxy Appreciation Society

Meets 3rd Wednesday, 7:00pm Penderel's Oak,
High Holborn, London WC1V THP

Contact Robert Newman meefings@z9.0rg
Web: wewzdorg

London

London BSFA mecting
Meets 4th Wednesday, starting at 7:00pm The
Rising sm\ ( k\(]v Fair, Smithfield, City of
London 9E)

Contact; le Hood el

Oxford

North Osfd

Meets Last Thursday of the month, starting
at :00pm The Plough, Wolvercote, Oxford
OX2 8BD

Cantct: Steve

Wb wnwbso 0.0k
London

East London fans
Meets Tuesday after the first Thursday, starting
at 7:00pm The Walnut Tree, Leytonstone High
Road, Leytonstone, hmdmv Ell 1HH
Contact: Alex McLint

dlexm@yahoo om

London

The City Tlliterates.

Meets Every Friday, mmnx at 6:30pm The.

ff Regent Street,

Lion,

Westminster W1B SPR
London
The Ton

Meets Ist Thursday, starcs at 7:00pm The
Barley Mow, Long Lane, Smithfield, City of
London ECIA 9E]

Contact: Tan Brown red4Zuk@yohoo o uk

Manchester
FONT

Meets Znd and 4ch Thursday, starting a 6
o The Crown and Anchor, Hilton Street,
Manchester M1 2EE
When there are five Thursdays in the month,
also meets 5th Thursday, starting at 8:30pm
\ ‘ab Cafe, Portland Street, Mnncheuer M1 4R}
Contact: Archur Chappell
anhurchappell@dora net
b wwaearthuchappell dora.nefs oot him
wwwgavncal demon o kifotzine/fot i

Norwich

Norwich Scienze Fiction Group

Mees ey frmight on Welnesdo, s
B00pm (the ays 2nd and
Wednesdays, :}m is ‘mzﬂnml\ wrong) Th
Cellar Bar, Ribs of Beef, Fye Bridge, Norwich

Contace: NSFG@wom el

Web: wwwnsfg cwcnet

Pﬂerborough

Peterborough Science Ficton Club

Meets 1st Wednesday, starting at 8:00pm The
Blue Bell Inn, St. Paul's Road, Dogsthorpe,
Peterborough PE1 3RZ

Meets 3nd Wednesday,starting ar &

00pm Goodbarns Yard, St John's Street,
Peterborough PE1 5DD.

Contact: Pete stsecretary@blinternet.com

Wb wnpskdub binernet o ukjpst im
Portsmouth

South Hants Science Fiction Group

Mees firse Tuesday,starting ar 7:00pm The
Magpie, Fratton Road, Portsmouth PO1 5BX
Contact: Mike Cheter mikecheater@nilword om
‘Web: ww pompey demon c.uisfg him
Preston

Preston SF Group

Meets Every Tuesday, stacting at 8; mpm The
Grey Friar, Friargate, Preston

Conract: Dave Young plg@hairyl. dimun wuk
Webs wwhairl demon o ukpslg/

Reading
Reading SF Graup
Mects 3rd Monday, starting at 7:30pm The
Carn Stores, Forbury Road, Reading E1 1A
Cantact: Mark Young enqiny@rsfgorguk

Web: wewsfgorguk
Sheffield

Meets Every Wednesday, st
The Red Lion, Charles Street,
2ND

ing at 9:00pm
heffield 51

Contact: Fran Dowd fran@dowd demon couk

St. Albans

Polans: The St. Albans SF Group

Meets 1st Tuesday, 8:00pm The Plough,
Tyttenhanger Green, St. Albans AL4 ORW
Contact: Martin Stewart poleris@pobox.com
Web: www polaris org

contactse27




Win three classic films on DVD.

This issue we're offering you the chance to win
three classic HG Wells adaptations. On offer are
the DVD releases of The Time Machine (George
Pal version), The First Men in the Moon, and War of
the Worlds.

In the crossword below, the shaded answers (14
Across and 4 Down) have no clues. Fillin the
answers to the clues provided, and you should

be able fo work out the titles of the two science
fiction films that complete the puzzle.

Send the titles of the two films with your name and
address to Martin at: matrix.competition@ntlwor
Id.com by noon on Friday 10 October 2003. First
name selected by the random number generator,
wins the three DVDs.

Across Down

8 Mickey cleaned up in this 1 Chicago gang boss (6)
musical film (8) 2 Gaiman novelette (8)

9 Shrubby uncultivated lands 3 Egyptian god of the dead (6)
©) 4 See instructions above

10 Some people would jump at 5 Babyish (8)

this gente (6) 6 Twisted, like Encerprise? (6)
11 Leper tot could get confused 7 This many ghosts in a film is
in transport (8) just unlucky (8)

12 Drives away (8) 15 Call this Doctor first (8)

13 Really (6) 16 Annoy (8)

14 See instructions above 17 We could all stand here,

18 Captain of the first USS Brunner said (8)

Enterprise (6) 19 Homes (6)

20 These Austrians might take 21 Make a base (6)

you for a whirl (8) 22 This movie makes me want
23 Hard work (8) to shout (6)

24 People in towns with
something to shout about (6)
25 Schweitzer, Camus and
Einstein (6)

26 Green radiation? (5,3)

Congratulations to the winner of last issuc's crossword competition, Susan Francis
from Colchester. A copy of the Marvel Ultimate line graphic novels are on the way.
The answer we were looking for was: STAN LEE

Crossword 161 Solution

Across: 1 Iceman 5 Polaris 9 Magneto 10 Ultron 11 Silver Surfer 14 Nova 15
Stingray 18 Wrestler 19 Isle 21 Yellowjacket 24 Vox pop 26 Iron Man 27 Dazzler 28
Tinpot Down: 2 Came 3 Megastars 4 Needle 5 Professor Xavier 6 Lou 7 Rotor 8
Stonewalls 12 Ship 13 Poor second 16 Guilty man 17 Claw 20 Eke out 22 La Paz 23
Into 25 Pal

Contributors

All material remains © 2003 individual contributors as
credited.

News: Andy Butler, Roderick Gladwish, Mark Greener and
Martin McGrath,

Flicker, Goggle Boxes, Spinnerets and Crossword: Martin
McGrath
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